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Sir C, Norton. 
NO_835- De 4658 Pelle 16th April ,1947. 


15th April ,1947, Re 7255 pelle 16th April,1947. 
888888 | 
TMPORT ANT 
SECRET SET HE 
Your telegram No.725. Illegal immigration traffic. 


Greek reply to note in my despatch No.148 is simply 
e 


the usual promise to do all in th power to helpe 


2. No (repeat no) reference is made to specif | 
request for cancellation of registration of the three 
vessels named in your telegram under reference. 

We are returning to the charge. 


WOONOT “391430 OG80938 9178Nd 3HL 40 LHD18Ad09 


¢ 


@ [This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 


returned to the Foreign Office if not required for official use. | 


B 2644/48/G 

Gypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL No, 2 
FROM FORKIGN OFFICH 20 ATHENS 

No, 725 D. 5.15 pam. 29th March, 1947 

29th March, 1947 


uuUUU 


IMPORTANT 

SECRET . 
| telegram No. 606 [of March 15th: Jewish 
illegal immigration]. | 


Following three ships reported to be under Greek 
flag are Strongly suspected of being involved in the 
illegal immigrant traffic:- 


“Agias Trias" reported to have met three caiqués 
at Amorgas or Levitha in January. 


wArohangelog’ ready to sail shortly from Marseilles. 


Owners Spyri 


idon Typaldos: D'‘Andria is negotiating to 
purchase. Marseilles agents Ginesta and 


ompany. 


"Vasilakis" based on Piraeus. Owners Nicholas 
George Mayris and Samuel Minionis: purchased in 1940 
for the D’Andria group. 


2. Please request the Greek ‘authorities to cancel 
the registration of these vessels, whose owners are 
abusing the Greek flag in order to further this illegal 
traffic. You should press for very early reply~ 

and report result by telegram. 


3, Greek authorities will doubtless have information 
about D'Andria, who is one of the principal organisers of 
shipping for the illegal immigrant traffic. Nationality 
Ita tan, _c ristian name Stefano, bor Smyrna January 


24th 18 
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Aety Mer! 


Admiralty, 
: oeWeie 
WO059733/47.6 van 
/y April, 1947. 


Whitehall 9000... 
Extension 808. 


My dear Keith, 


Would you please refer to my letter of 
the 1st April under this reference. 


Ge On consulting the Commander-in-Chief 
we find that non-resale was not a condition of 
the transfer of these L.C.T.s to the Italian 
Government. In fact the only condition was that 
they should not be exported from Italy. 


de The oniy document which the Italians 
signed was the normal receipt-note including: 


(a) Agreement "that the responsibility for 
safeguarding, moving and disposing of 
the material is that of the Italian 
Government", and 

(b) Recognition "that such material is 
accepted as the property of the 
Italian Government upon the condition 
that an agreed settlement between the 
British Government and the Italian 
Government shall be made at an agreed 
future date." 
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4. As you see this does not get us much 
further forward. . 


Je-G.5. Beith, HSqe, 
Foreien Office, 5.W.1. 


x 
. Se Nevertheless, we consider that the action 
of the Italian Government in allowing these craft, 
handed over for civil rehabilitation, to be used 
for illegal immigration is intolerable and we should 
be glad if you would take the matter up with the 
Italian Government. | 


Yours sincerely, 
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We enclogé a copy of the Minister 
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We hope that Beeley will have an opportuni 
of visiting Washington during his present 
visit to the United States and that he wil 
then be able personally to give you a 
picture of the situation as we see ite 


Yours ever, 
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Cypher/OTP 3 he. DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2. 
FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Lord Inverchapel, D. 9,08 p.m, 17th April,1927, 
No,2311 
17th April,1947. Re 4.45 a.m, 18th April,19.7,. 


Repeated to Rome, 


Your telegram No,3672, 
Illegal immigration into Palestine, 


In view of considerations advanced in Rome 
telegram No,624, do you still wish us to take action 
suggested in last sentence of your telegram under 
reference, 


26 In any event, I do not think that any discussion 
in the centrsl committee of UNRRA could have profitable 
result at this stage, and I hope therefore that Italians 
will not be encouraged to take the matter there, I believe 
we can handle it better by direct discussion with Katzen, 
and with less likelihood of difficulties with the Americans, 


5. We are accordingly taking the matter up with 
him informally and in general terms at once, so as to 
make sure he is aware of your concern before he leaves 
for the United Kingdom early next week, But before taking 
any more formal action I should be grateful for a summary 
of points contained in Minister of State's letter to 
Sir Humphrey Gale as we would like any communication we 
make to be as concrete as is possible in the cireumstances, 


1, AS regards reference in paragraph 5 of Rome telegram 


No, 62) to "High UNRRA Personalities" I doubt if Rooks, 
Jackson or Katzen are in Zienist camp. Nor presumably is 
General Gale, Has His Majesty's Ambassador the UNRRA 
mission in Italy chiefly in mind, Second enclosure in. 
your despatch number 3068 of 192.6 indicated that at 

that time trouble was thought to lie in Italy and even more 
in Central Europe. Does general picture in that document 
in your view still hold good? 
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6 May 19L,7. 


Top Secret. 
| Secret. 


TOP SECRET 


Dear Chancery, 
The Chancery, | 
Washington, Please refor to your telegram No.2411 of 
April 17th about Jewish illegal immigration 

(fon eee Df] into Palestine and the representations recently 
made by the Italian Government to U.N.R.R.A, 

We enclose a copy of the Minister of State's| 
letter to Sir H. Gale on this subject and of 
Mr. Dudley Ward's reply. We do not propose 

wey, 
to gee this matter further with U.N.R.R.A. in 

na : 


view of the fact that the organisation is in the 


process of closing down, and we do not now 
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require you to adaress a communication to the 
Director-General as previously instructed. 

are more concerned at present to prevent the 
A.J.D.C. and other Jewish bodies from securing 


the same special weeeeren under I.R.O. as 
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they held under U.N. RR. A. {Par As regards the final 
| guestion asked in joue ele geen, we send you 


herewith.a copy of the letest survey of the 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


ee immigr ee situation peers by the 


Zntelligence Authorities. 


—— deals with phe -tTSTAS We nope hoe i 
| be Sure Wwe are Sintory a Goypy taper, 


Will have an Spoon ea aey, of 44 ee FWashington 
during his present visit to the United States and 
that he will then be able personally to give you 
a picture of the situation as we see a 
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Dear Chancery s 


Please refer to your gece aol 2311 of 17th 
April about Jewish illegel immigration into ralestins and 
the representations recently made by the Italian Government 


ee ieliet Rae 


We enelose a copy of ‘the Minister of state's letter 
Humphrey Gale on poe subject ané of Mre udley 
Pe PLY e s@ do not propose to pursue this matter 
further with bell tehese in view of thefact that the 
ranisation is in the process or Closing down, and we do 
not noi mui ve ,ou to address & commnication to the 
uirector-General &@s previously instructed. ie are mioRre 
concerned at press to prevent the AcJeDeGe Gd other. 
Jewish bodies from securing the saie speci ul position 


under the operat onal Refugee Orgenisation as they 
hela under Uebisiteliete 


A@ regards the Pinsl yuestio ced in your telegram, 


we sead you herewith a copy or the Lest survey of the 
illegal mod gration situation iby the intelligence 
authori GL GS e 


@ Hope that Seeley, TO som Wo ape 6 
of this letter, will have au opportunity c 


é 


Nashington duping is present visit to the Ur 
and wat: ui will then be able personally to 
a picture of the situation as we sce ite | 


we. 


NOONOT “391430 GYOITY QIT8NG 3HL 40 LHDI8AdO9 


The Chaneery » 
Lbiitien 


EASTERN 


Last Paper. ay a Minutes.) 


E 3419 Jee alac Eoaat (19 


Mr. Dodds of the Admiralty asked me whether 
References. I could let him know urgently what the Foreign Office 
Eisyo/qe/ view was on the proposal put forward in paragraph 11 
of Mr. Lang's letter of April 15th within. After 
F217 9/¢9/ consulting Mr. Halford, I told Mr. Dodds that, as 
' SI foreshadowed in Sir R. Howe's lettery of | Agsef 
to Mr. Martin of the Colonial Office, we should have 
no objection to the matter being taken once more 
to the Lord Chancellor. We should therefore be 
prepared to hear that the Lord Chancellor proposes 
to re-consider the matter with the assistance of 
the departmental experts concerned. No doubt Mr. 
Beckett will represent the Foreign Office, seconded 
by someone from the Bastern Department. I take it 
(How disposed of.) that the Foreign Office view remains as Stated .in 
Mr. Beckett's minute on BQU9 {ue {3 and 
ce Sir R- Howe's letter of A-py il fst to the 
Colonial of ice. ? 


Mr. Ev pee 
—— > (for Mr. Bec 
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(J.G.S. Beith) 
22nd April, 1947. 


| J 


completed.) 


\\t- 


Next Paper. 


30471 ¥F,O.P. 


ra 


CoLoniAL Orvice, /~ » | 


~ ra 
DowNiING STREET, S.W.1. 


With Sir Thomas Lloyd's compliments. 
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¢ ships on the hign secs, ; Gabinet woulda heve 
to cecide whether In fact this prectice should be 
dopted. As the "rresicent Verflield” with & 
reputed capacity of 5000 has now arrived in 
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(a) whose Plag state bas agreed to interception; 
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et our request. 


law, amd af so whether Hn, Govern. 
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| spar time: correspondence bet'ors the Lord chaneellor. 
I attach as an annex & list of the letters we would propose to 
ifYe We eseume thet representatives of the Foreign oi fice, 
Colonial <“ffice end the Jasiralty would attend oefore the 

Lora Chanceller. I am sending a seopy of this ietter to 

Grme Sargent. 


Yours sincerely, 
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ist of vorrespondence to ve late vetore 
the Lora -hencellor. — 
Letter Pron Mr. ‘ighms, colonial Of: ice, to 
Ee ae Seith, Sorel gn 77 Oe ‘PLCS, dited 4eth i SrUuary Ps 


Letter fra. Sr. Beith to <r ‘ivnam dated «5th 


Letier froa kr. le Haitre, -duiralty, to ur. artin, 
Colonial Gffice, dated: 7th Marche 


Letter Pres Late Martin to hid. Le Meitre i a sted 


7th Merch, (ieceived after despatch as letter 3}. 


Letter from cir -.G,Howe, soreign Office, to. 


iy. Keartin, dsted tat April. 


Letter frum Jir 6.d.defferies to ur ang, Acmirslty, 


Letter from the cecretary of ufate ror the Colonies 


to First Sea Lord, dated 1.th April. 


Letter fron First sea Lord to Secretary of . tate for 
the Colonies, dated 10th April. 


Lettor i ear +6) iid". AP che ts to . “3x Cede JG lecits, gated 
1th April. 
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Sir N Charles. 
No, 902 D. 1. SAp.m. 19th April, 1947, 
19th April, 1947. R. 7. 10n.m. 19th April, 1947. 
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Repeated to ‘ashington , 
BR 2s BG he fir 
Your telegran. No. 3.672 to Washington. 


Italian Ministry of nor eaeD Affairs are embarrassed 
by the rerorts in certain Italian newspapers that Forelgn 
Office spokesman revealed that the Italian Government had 
officially protested against U.N.R.R.A.'s assistance to 
illegal Jewish Lomi gra ion (my telegram No. 713). The 
iinistry are under fire from American journalists and 
Director of U.N.R.R. A. s Italian Mission is angry. 


2. The Ministry feel that publicity about these delicate 
negotiations with U.N.R.R.A. should be avoided as fer as 
possible. | 
Please repeat to Washington as ny palegran No, 169, 


‘o 
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Cypher /OTP WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION 


FROM NEW YORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


(Fron Permanent, Jnl wed, Kine dom HeEUreSenLaGive® LO Te 
Ele ee Oo LONS } : 
Noe 1204 De. 95D pem. 19th April, 1947. 


19th April, 1947. R. 11.50 p.m. 19th April, 1947. 
Repeated to Washington | 


F F F F 
IMMEDIATE 
GLANT es 
Your telegram No. 1113.” 
Illegal immigration into Palestine. 


At urgent request of United States Delegation, I 
have asked Secretariat to hold up temporarily action 
which they were about to take as result of note which 
I addressed to Mir. Lie on April,15th, requesting him to appeal 
to United Nations to prevent transit and departure of 
Jews attempting to enter Palestine illegally. 


2. I understand that Mr. Acheson wishes to discuss 
the matter as seen as pessible with His Majesty s Embassy 
in Washingten. It was pointed out te United States 
Delegation, that we sheuld wish Secretariat te take action 
(which weuld consist ef telegraphing text ef my nete te 
sll member states) at earliest eppertunity, since | 
ese wag connected with decisien ef His Majesty s 

phe al te submit Palestine questien te ferthceming 
assembly. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
MONTEVIDEO. 


3rd April, 1947. 


With reference to my despatch No. 199 of the 28th 
November, 1946, I have the honour to report that a decree 
published by the Ministry of the Interior on the 28th 
February last purports to define the conditions in which 
foreigners may obtain Uruguayan visas. This decree is 
extremely lengthy, but it really contains nothing new 
except in so far as it stipulates that prospective 
individual immigrants, unless their entry into Uruguay 
is part of a Government-sponsored scheme, must possess 
at least 10,000 pesos Uruguayan currency. In the case 
of a man and his wife, the amount is fixed at 8,000 pesos 
each while in the case of a family consisting of more 
than two persons each person must possess 6,000 pesos. 
Children under 15 do not count as individuals unless their 
number exceeds three, in which case each child must 
produce the sum of 500 pesos. 


2. Immigrants, in addition to the usual health, 
vaccination and good conduct certificates, must be in a 
position to prove that they do not belong to, or 
sympathise with, any movement which favours the over- 
throw of the Government by violence. There is a long 
list of persons who will be regarded as ineligible for 
immigration, including beggars, lepers, lunatics, 
habitual drunkards, prostitutes and criminals of all 
kinds except t hose who have been condemned for 


political reasons. 


3. Temporary visas will be granted to tourists, 
artists, lecturers, sportsmen, etcetera,on production 
of valid passports and health certificates. 
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4. Nationals, whether native or naturalised, 
of any country on the American Continent may enter 
Uruguay with no more formality than the Se ag ia 

C 


to a Uruguayan Consul of a passport or Cedula de 
Identidad, which will be visaed gratis. Argentines 
and Paraguayans are exempt even from the necessity 
of having their Cédulas visaed. Chileans will be 
provided with a special pass by the competent 
Uruguayan Consular Officer upon production to him 
of their Cédulas. | 


I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
Sir 
Your most obedient, 
humble Servant, 


The Right Honourable 
Clement Attlee, M.P., 
etce, etc., etc., 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
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British Legation 
| | Stockholm. 
(54/40/47) , April, 1947. 


Restricted: 


My dear Hankey, 


Telegrams from London in to-day’s Swedish 
papers alleging that a Note has been addressed to 
the Swedish Government on the illegal traffic to 
Palestine remind me that I have not yet found time 
to report the action I have taken here as a result 
of your more recent instructions. 


T did not write a Note; largely for the reason 
that a Note, unless watered down to an extent 
that would deprive it of all vigour, would almost 
certainly have evoked a legalistic reply from the 
Swedes, which world have left us where we were before. 
What I wantec was. to ensure that the Swedes would not 
offend again. After receipt of your telegram No. 161 
I ealled on Monsieur Undén on Merch 15th and impressed 
upon him thet His Majesty ’s Government were gravely 
concerned at Sweden having become 4 collecting base 
for illegal imnigration into Palestine. I gave nim 
all the facts about the 'tuluatt and reminded him that 
before that vessel had left Sweden, I had, he himself 
peing engeged at the Riksdag, spoken in the most 
urgent manner to the Head of the Political Department, 
anc had informed him. amongst other things that the 
Guban Government hed repudiated the vises. (A 
statement that these visas were forged was in fact 
published by the Cuban Legation in Stockholm in the 
Swedish press of March 13th). Monsieur Grafstrom. 
promised to bring my representations to the immediate 
attention of the Swedish Government; nevertheless. the 


'Ulua' hed been sllowed to leave. T repested once 
more/ 


B:aluaLsafay 


The Hon. R.M.As Hankey, C.M.G. 
Northern Department, 
Foreign Office. 


3 


>d 


18 APR 134 


“if TO DEPT. 


more to Monsieur Undén the arguments advencedin 
the enclosure to the letter from the Kestern 
Depertment to my Chancery of February oth. 


Monsieur Undén seemed embarrassed. He admitted 
that he had suspected that these Jews were going to 
Pelestine, though their leader had assured the police 
who hed interrogated him that they were in fact 
bound for Cube. This man would get into serious 
trouble if he returned to Sweden on the ground of 
having deceived the police. The Swedish suthorities 
hed examined the boat to see if they could find any 
grounds for holding it up for sanitary or security 
reasons. But no such grounds could be found. WMonsieur 
Undén tried once more, but with no great assurance, 
to return to the matter of principle, and cited the 
Swedish reply to the Russians who hed objected to 
Estonians being allowed to leave Sweden. I replied 
that that seemed to me quite a different matter; 
there was no suggestion that these Estonians were 
leaving with the deliberate purpose of breaking the 
laws of any other country or even that they could 
conceivably embarrass the Soviet Union by their 
presence in one country rather than in another. 


hionsieur Undén, without giving me any definite 
promise, took notes of what I haa said ana was keenly 
interested in such details as I could vive him of 
other suspected vessels lying in Swedish ports. I 
left hin in no doubt whatever that, though my present 
representations were more in the néture of a warning — 
as to the future then @ protest about the past, we 
snould feel that we had very serious cause for 
complaint if e similer hespening occurred evain. 
Krom the questions he asked it wes clear that Monsieur 
Undén proposed to explore the question once more. 
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On/ 


~ 


On receipt of your telegram No. 613 to 
Belgrade (No. 203 to us)of March 15th, I called 
on the Secretary-General; reminded him of the 
talk I had had a few dsys esrlier with Monsieur 
Undén of which he wes aware; told him that since that 
interview I had received a further telegram instruct- 
ing me to reinforce my representations in vigorous 
terms; and in fact left him in no doubt that 
continued facilitation of the traffic would not be 
beneficial to the relations between our countries, 


Incidentally I still seem to be awaiting the 
Suggestions promised in peragraph 3 of your telegram 
to Belgrade No. 613 of Merch 15th. 


I am trying to find out the preset state 
of would-be immigrant Jewry in Sweden, and whether 
in fact there is likely’ to be « repetition of 
attempted shipment from here. 


Yours ever, 


a 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.' 


’ 


May 19,7. 


| Restricted. 
per 
Jerram's letter to Hankey 


4/40/47, of April llth, has come to 


Mre J. T. Henderson : 
Stockholm. | the Bastern Department for action, 


I am accordingly replying to the point 
he raised in the penultimate paragraph 


about the further suggestions promised 


ee in paragraph 5 of Foreign Office telegram 


(Prom Mr. Beith) | | 
| to Belgrade Noe 613 of March 15th. 


We are not at present in the. A 
position to add very much to the guidance 


we have already sent you on this subject. 
ow 0 rua 
I would ,however, refer you to a—irrar 


despatch which you will shortly receive 


‘ 


on the subject of the obligations of 
member states under the Tnternational 
€onventions for the Safety o 


Sea and respecting boaa biness 
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Pr Cle | 
FORKIGN OFFICE, S.W.1e : 
8th May ,1947. meee | Bark 
(Ee 3280/48/31) « cee oe ee | . 
RESTRICTED © a ee | 
Jerram's Letter to Hankey 54/40/h7, of | 
lith april, has come to the Kaetern Department 
for action, and I am accordingly replying to 
the point he raised in the penultimate paragraph : Mire RES te ES, 
about the further suggestions promised in ie cae | 4| [ic . 
paragraph 3 of #oreign Office telegram to ne ee ) ie ae 
Belgrade ioe 613 of 15th March. 
We are not at present in a position to add oe ees | | 
very much to the guidance we have already sent edge a | Bree ee gh 
you on this subject. I would, however, refer RN sa ae | | 
you to an official despatch Which you will shortly Boge. spaces ath” : 
receive on the subject of the obligations of Bele eg Mesa agees : | 
member states under the International OR ae el nee 
Gonventions for the Safety of Life at sea and elaine: a Ba 
respecting Load Lines. face ese : Re Re : 
Onnf CIA , BM Moo. 
(56.8: senth)s Boe Bee ; 
P.3. I was able to explain the position Mou ae | 
personally to Jerram, Whom I have just Gs Beye at : 
seen hereée ee | Pe ia | 
JeT. Henderson, LSQe, | 
Stockholm. | 
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No.106 (198/2/47) 
a | : at New York, 


HIS Majesty’s Permanent Velegaté to Unitea Nations/ ; 
presents his compliments to H.M.P.S.of s.for For | 
hte 


7: | 7 and has the honour to transmit to him the ance: -me 
"documents. 


| _ British. delegetion..ta. the 
a ae ee = United .Nations,. 
a eG is errr ce: N —— Conratate 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


0 Ud | F.0.Despatch No.128 of March 29th ,1947. 


Description of Enclosure. 


p:oIuaLsafay 


Name and Date. 


re eens, 


Copy of letter to Illegal Jewish 

' His Excellency, immigration to 
M. Trygve Lie, Palestine. 
United Nations. 
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In connection with the decleic Hie Ha: y'e Governe 
meat tn the United Ringdes 
Po ed to the Generel ask of the : 3 
ee ee honour, under instructions trom Mie mejesty's prineipel te 
| oe | n effsirs, to draw Your Excellency! s 
jon in regerd te illegel Jess 
ee ee as ae AB OD Le stion ef the extent of this oroblem I oule 
. net Curing the four end so helf months from mid-OQetoper 
irom Warloue Enrogeen porte serv int 
t ape in Grorus, Thi 
: epetion rat ty! 2 Four « 
mea by Her. Bevin im hice spenc he Hougs of 
25th leet, thet i nis 
atnes Betember 1945, 
BG NATE CS ee In the face of this altuntion Hie Eajesty': 
| Be ae 3 ae recently sade renewed reprecentetions nb the 7 
, varnuents concerned te prevent tos ceoerture of Lille 
| jewigremt veemele. sow, hovever, the 
hes heen gabmittec to the Tnited Netione, Hie Mefesiy's doverngent 
: Dog ER i eg : : cumbest on all stetes Bemheara 
7 te oe 3 | he encouragement of any Lilegs 
- : | a Og) i aotivity shich is like ineresee the cifficulty of findin: 
- SCENE, SS ae ee golution of the Palectine problem. I em, therefore, Instructed 
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i SA Cee oe precautions, in go fs 
: | trenelt through their territory «end the doperture | nedr porte 
Hie Fxeeilency, 
i a, Teygve Lie, 
Ce Age <n veoretary-Generel, United Netions, 
-- 4 OE Se Leke Success, Long Taiend. 
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of APR 
[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 
Cypher/UTP | WORLD OGANIS<21UN DISLRIBULION 
; FP Sct tt er adc Neco erate 
PROM WASHINGIUN 2O OR IGH ev dus 


Lord Inverchapel De 7054 Pelle 2ist April 1947 


NOe ood Re 2.00 aem 22nd April 1947 


2ist April 1947 . , 
Repeated to United Kingdom Deleg:.tion New York 


CGCG CC 


,” 


os 


United Kingdom Delegation New York telegram No. 1204 
Note to “ecretary-General of United Nations on illegal 
immigration. 


Loy Henderson explained “State Department's Views 
on telephone this evening. They are that, if Secretary- 
General were to circularise member “tates about illegal 
immigration at His Majesty's Government's request before 
Special Assembly mests, probable result would be that 
someone would raise matter in the “pecial Assembly and 
that a discussion on this question of substance might then 
arise, which is what we want to avoid. He said that the 
Arabs are Considering the putting forward of a Sesolution 
aimed: at preventing Jewish immigration pending discussion 
by the United Nations in September, whilst the Zionists 
want to persuade the United Nations to ensure that free 
Jewish immigration is permitted during that period. ‘the 
Secretary~General's proposed apoeal. might thus well 
precipitate a discussion. 


ee He emphasised that the “tate Department did not 
wish to hinder us in our action but that they felt that, 
if we wished United itlations assistance on this point, it 
would be better for it to be deferred until the ‘necial 
Committee is set upe The apneal could then be made by 
the Secretary-General on the ground that the Palestine 
question was now on the agenda for the September Assembly 
a. she Committee's and Assembly 's. york phoulé DOr ee 
roppdiced by an ers of the United wationse° peeraeentce 
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COPY. 


M.059595/47. 15th April, 1947, 


TOP SECRET. 


Dear Jeffries, 


You wrote to me on the 5th April on the subject of 
tre arrest of illegal Gmmicrent ships. As the Firct 
cea Lord informed your Secretary of Stete on the 10th 
April, we have been in consultation with First Lord 
mo is in the Mediterransan, end I am nov in a 
position to give you our reply. 


2. The issue deelt with in this letter is the oroposel 
in your penultimate paresragh that WM. Ships should be 
authorised to arrest on the hish seas any illegal 
immizrant shi:, either | 


+ 


| 4 6 ; al LY, re foe ee . kame ‘ 
(a) whose flag state hes azreed to interception; 


(b) whose registration certificate has heen 
withdrawn at our recuest. 


We have first to decide vhether this is legal in 
international law, end if so whether H.4@S Government 
ore prepared, as a matter of policy, to anprove it. 


5. I make the ehove coints in order to distinguish 
them from the practicel eperetion of esrrying out 
arrest and diversion to Cyprus; this would be purely 
6 navel operation, woul’ have to remain optional and 
would be put into effect by navel autheritice onthe 


Sir C.J. Jeffries, K.C.M.G., 0.B. E. spot/... 
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Dm 


spot whenever circumstances rendered it pre-cticeble. 


4. TI mact out it on record thet tL the 4dmiralty are 
still opposed to the policy outlined in perasr oa 


above, for the reasons given in Le Meitre! 3 aes to 


Martin of the 7th March. 


5. To the reasons given in that Letter we may add tne 

considerations that HM. Government have recently taken 

@ very bigh line about inte nationel lew ab sea in the 
and again haa the oe ae 


about ie 4 
experience in the "Tt m alone" a se. 


oo 


6. We consider there is.no contradiction ‘betveen our 
present attitude and thet wiich we took up in C.P.444 
before the Cabinet. Provosals in C.P.434 dealt vith 
the arrest on the high seas of ships thet hed no 
status end no. protector, and so @ue not claim the 
benefits of international law. These =rop bgp 9 
therefore, we thought could te justified ae 

but the Lord Chencellor ruled that 7 were: 

Your present proposals we think to | orima (ace 3 
illegal, even though the flag. ste te. may accept the 


| illegality. 


ie We note from Howe's letter of the lst April that 
the Foreign Office are orepared to accept acreenent a 
the part of the flag state, in lieu of a formal Treaty 
to condone this ill ocality - elthough we are not very. 
happy about this. 


ev, 
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8, Ve agree with the further Foreign Office view 
that only the flag state, and not the netionel state 
to which the actual owners may belong, would have the 
richt to complain, but in this cose it is not so much 
any complaints by individual states that we are afraic 
of, so much es the breach of lew from the long term 


point of view. 


9. To sum up, we do not believe that any short term 
adventage thet might he gained by the expedient you 
advocate world be justified in the light of what we 
consider to be its potential long term results. 


10. However, subject to tie sbove remarks, we now 
agree that the Lord Chencellor should te consulted 
about the legality of the policy seb oub in paragraph 
Ze | | 


ll. As the Admiralty were the Department responsibl 
for laying the original proposal before the Cabinet, 
we are prepared, unless we hear differently fron — 
yourself and the Foreign Office, to lay the departmental 
correspondence before the Lord Chancellor. I attach 
as an annex a list of the letters we would propose to 
lay. We assume that representetives of the Foreign 
Office, Colonial Office and tne Admiralty would atten? 
before the Lord Chancellor. I am sending a copy of | 
this Letter to Orme Sargent. , 
Yours sincerely, 


(Sioned) J.G. Lang. 


B:3uaLta say 
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List of correspondence to be 
before the Lord Chancellor. 


Letter from Mr. Hichem, Colonial Office, 
Foreion Office, dated 1?th Februery. 
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‘ H4ahs Ietoad 75H) sSoruary. 
Letter from Mr. Beith to Mr. Higham deted 25th Pebny 


_ e , a ye an ae 3 “7 i . 
Letter from Mr. Le Meitré, Acm1t “lity, to Mr 


Colorial Office, dated 7to Maren. i 2119 )u& )3 


Letter from Mr. Martin to Mr. Le Maitre date? ,) 
"th dexch. (Received after Aespatch of letter 4). 


Eaobh ys) y 
Letter fron Sir R.G. Howe, Foreign vifice, to : 
Wr. Martin, dated lst April. nS, 


Letter frou Sir C.J. Jeffries to Mr. Limes, Admiralty, 


deted Sth April. rawel.sfs, 
Letter from the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
to First Sea Lord, deted 10th April. 
| i Cheba. | 
Letter from First Sea Lore to Eecretery of Stete for 
the Colonies, dated 10th April. 


2) 
So 
be * | 
al 
* 
@ 
= 
=~ 
(=) 
wi 
~ 
=x 
m 
oO 
ce 
@ 
e 
Cv] 
rs] 
m 
oO 
So 
ro] 
o 
(=) 
7" 
wn" 
zs) 
m 
e 
So 
= 
= a 


sod 


Letter from Mr. Leng to Sir C.J. Jeffries, dated 
15th April. 
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COPY. 


TOP SECRET. 
10th April, 1947. 


My dear Secretary of State, 


With reference to your letter of the 10th April, 
I have seen end carefully considered Jeffries’ letter to 
Lang of the 5th April, and realise to the full the 
difficult situation arising from the imminent arrival 
in Palestine of the GUARDIAN. I am sending 4 telegram 


‘Nee 


to Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean, reiterating 


previous Admiralty instructions thet he may, at nis 


discretion, attempt peacefully to divert ships with 

illegal immigrants bound for Haifa to Famagusta. is 

am, hexever, not at ell hopeful thet such action will 
produce eny result. 


2, With regard to seigure and forcible diversion of 


these ships outside territorial waters, | feel that I am 


pound by the Cabinet decision of the 2th December, end 
must therefore refer the matter to the First Lord, which 


I am doing by td@egrem forthwith, I must, owever, say. 


that in my opinion it will be necessary to obtain the 
Lord Chancellor's opinion before submission to the 
Cabinet that the decision of 2th Deceuber should he 
varied. There ere, as you know, serious Naval 
objections to tampering with the existing doctrine of 
freedom on the high seas. 


3, I em sending a copy of this letter to the Minister 
ign. A, ec nes p 
TeLATry ner Reeee PN eos Mba nios | oar 
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of Defence and “inister of State. 
Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) J.H.D. Cunninehem. 
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SECRET ~ IMMEDIATE. ee Colonial Office, | 
es | | Downing Street, S.¥.1. 


1th April, 1947. 
My dear Sir John, 


Will yoh refer to Jeffries' letter to Lang of the 
Sta April on subject of diversion of certain illegal 
immigrant ships to Cyprus direct. The Salome 
sabotage of OCEAN VIGOUR and EMPIRE RIVAL i has, I 
understand, reduced the carrying capacity of i 
transports on the Haifa-Cyprus haul to 1, 00. 
e nave reliable information that CUARDT AN, a tondurian 
ship, left the south of France on the lst April wi th 
2,400 Jews on boerd. If it became necessary to land 
a substantial number of illegal immigrents for 
temporary detention in Athlit camp, there would he 
the gravest danger of a serious civil conflagration 
in Palestine, end I consider that the most urgamt 
and drastic measures are necessary to avoid this 
possibility. It sppeers fron Tegucigalpa telegram 
,No.12 to the Foreign Office thet the Hondurien 


ps20usLafay 
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2 | 7 : Government have no objection to the interception 
eee — = the high seas of their ships engaged in this 
eee cee raffic, and I would therefore ask vou ore consider 


bebe seriously whether instructions cannot at once 
be issued to C. in ©., Mediterranean, to attenpt 
: | the diversion of this ship should it be practicable 
| | from the naval point of view. ; 
| fee 8€=6— Admiral Sir cere Cunningham, 
GCE, M.V.0. 


I mey say thet I am writing to the “inister 
of Transport to ask if ee will divert a troopship 
Pages to Heife forthwith for the 2urpose of dealing vith 

wie ee CEs the GUARDIAN pas engers, in case divers ‘ion should 
ce an ee not be effected, end we have asked the Hich 
we Commissioner to consider, in con junetion with 
the military and navel euthorities at Heifs, 
the ther it would be possible to-use the aU ARDIAN 
asa temporary accommodation ship. 


T am sending copies of this letter to the 
MG eater of f Defence end the Minister of obate. 


Yours: sincerely, 


(Signed) A. CreechJones. 
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S| 
Colonial Office, 
Downing Street, 
ae SeWel. 
16021/54/47 | 


oth April, i947. 


DearLang 


oince the Cabinet decided on 19th December 


C.M. (46) 107th Conclusions) not to proceed within 


the Admirelty preposal that certain categories 
of illegal immigrant ships shold be arrested 
on the high seas anddiverted to Cyprus, the 
Admir: lty and the Colonial Office have been . 
examining a Sh ante that intereeption and 
diversion might be practised if the flag States 
of the vesseis coucerned had given prior agree— 
ment to this action. The views of the Board of 
Admiralty strongly opposing this suggestion are 
Set out in Le Maitre's letter to Martin of 

7th arch. Howe has now given tah ciety 
Office opinion in his letter of lst April, of 
whieh he sent a copy to Le Maitre, from which 
you will see that the Foreizn Office consider 
that, provided the formal agreement of the flag 
State is obteined, there would be no grounds for 
coilplaiit about subsequent interception either 
from the flag State or the national State of the 
owner. 


I, of course, realise how reluctant the 


/Admiralty 
J.G. Lang, Esq., C.B. 
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to 
@: admiralty must be/ open the door to develop- 

ments in interiational maritime law which may 
work to our disadvantage, but I imagine from 
your advocacy oi the original proposals 
Submitted to the Cabinet, that your objections 
Will be largely removed if it is clear, as 
Howe's letter suggests, that there is no 

uestion of introducing any new principle of 

EUW . 


The Colonial Office reasuns for wishing 
to divert ships to @yprus are set out in 
Martin's letter to Le Maitre of 7th March. 
fhe improtance of avoiding the incidents 


which accompany the arrival of ships in Haifa fi 


is iliustrsted by the very serious outrage 
against the oil depot within an hour of the 
berthing of the SAN FILIPO on the night of the 


30/31 March. As you may kuow, there is a strong fie 


probability that a large Honduranean ship, the f 
PREOLDENT WARFIELD, with accommodation for 
several thousand, will be sent to Pal@stine 

dn the near future. The arrival of large 
numbers at Haifa «= numbers certsinly beyond the 
capacity of the transports used for the vyprus 
haul - would create a most difficult situat 


ae 


ion, 
particularly if it were necessary to disembark 
these people and hold them in temporary | 


« 


detention in Palestine, and we are sure you will] 
agree that we irust do everytnuing possible to 
avoid this. Doubtless the storm would be 
weathered, but only at the cost or increased ~ 
strife and bitterness and British casualties. 

It is only in connection with activities to 


/fucther 


B:aIuaLafay 


2 
°o 
~w 
~< 
x 4 
G6? 
= 
+ 
°o 
nv" 
~4 
= 
m | 
~o 
= 
@ 
| nd 
© 
rs] 
mm 
© 
o 
| 
= ] 
i=) 
bs | 
wT 
© 
re 
°o 
= 
& 


> 


owe 


Grurther illegal immigration that there is still 
a bund of sympathy between the Jewish cee 
community and the terrorists and we are anxious Rx 
LO ae any possible occasion for a rap roche— B™ 1 

ment. i 


My Secretary of State hopes, therefore, 
thet you will reconsider the view that inter- 
ception and diversion cannot be undertaken and 
thet the Admireliy will now feel able to agree 
that His “lajesty's Stips shuuld be instructed [ia 
to send to Cyprus any illegal inmigraijt ship Se. 
either — a 


weIIuaLa say 


(a) whose flag State hes agreed to 
interception; oF 


(bd) whose registration certificate nas 
been withdrawn at our request. 


‘Jfyou feel, in view of the Lord Chancellorsm™ 
earlier views on this subject expressed in 5 
C.P.(46), 463, that we should not proceed 
without consulting him further we should, of 
course, see no objection; but either you or 
we should, we fecl teke the uatter up with him 
at a Yery early date. I emphasise tne necessiy 
for & quick decision, since I believe that _ 
the PRESIDENT wWARFIELD bas now left Phiiadeiphia 
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I am sanding a copy of this letter to 
Orme Sargent. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sgd. ) C. Je Jeffries . , 
LO OO ee 


Sa 
| FOREIGN OFFICE, 
(FE. 2119/48/31). Ist April, 
. Dear Mertin, 
| i You may care to heve the views of our Legal Adviser 
cease) =Ston. the legal arguments stated in Le Maitrets letter of 
ak the 7th March to you about the interception of illegal 
immicrent vessels with the consent‘of the flag State. 
Beckett points out, with reference to paregranh 4 of 
the Adniralty letter, that in his view the position is es 
follows. | | 
“sg sey, a Honduranean ship on the hign 
e Honduras hes a legitimate complaint 
a against you. 


on the high seas, : 

concluded such treaties 

slone has been found to be sufficient. 
| | In/. ees ee 


Martin, Esq., Colonial Office. 
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woo NO) “391330 G40938 9118Nd 3HL 40 LHD I8AdO0D 


ie os | ee FO Hg 
- ma - | 


“.2- 


In the circumstances, there is nothing, so 
far as we can see, to prevent the Colonial Uffice 


| tekine the matter to the Lord Chancellor if they 


wish to do so. There may, indeed be very few 

cases where we shell succeed in securing the 

consent of the flag State and although we would 

only secure the relative advantaze of eat rly 

diversion to Cyprus and not the finel immobilisation 
of a potential illegal immigrant shin, ve nevertheless 
think the matter.is worth pursuing 


In short, we think we should aimi- 


ze ae 
(a) ab getting certificates of 
registration removed frov suspect 
ships; 


(») at securing approval for interception 
on the high seas of (1) ships without 
certificates of regis stration end — 

(2) ships whose flag State hes 
avreed to interception. 


ed 


T eam sending a copy of this letter to Le Maitre. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) R.G, Howe. 


NOONOT “391430 0809348 9179Nd 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


© 
COPY. Colonial Office, 


7602 1/54/47. - Downins Street, 5.¥.1. 
SECRET. 


Deer Le Maitre, 


| As you will be awere from Beith's letter to Hizham 
of the 25th of February, the Foreign Uffiee legal adviser 
considers that the intereeption of illecal imnigrent 
ships on the hich seas, with the ; aereenent of the flag 
States concerned, would be covered under international 

law. I understend, however, thet the Board of Admiral ty 
have certain dovbts rezarding both the legality and the 
advisebility of such é. OUTS. 


I om writing to you to put on record that the 
considerations vnich led us to welcome the Admiralty's 
original pro osals to the Cabinet apply with still ~- 
oreater force today. . The High Commissioner reports 
thet every arrival of an illegal imeigrent ship throvs 
the Jewish community into a state of highly wrought 
emotional tension. Although I would not claim that | 
the arrival of the ULUA on the 28th Februery was the 
direct cause of the outrages of the lst March, there 
is no doubt that the terrorists are only too glad to 
Selze an opportunity of this kind as an imuediate 
excuse for their operations, while the Jewish 
population are so strongly in favour of immicration 
legal or illegal that they are more ready to condone 
terrorism when it appears to be cor.ected with the 
arrival of a fresh shipload of refugees. 


WOONOT “391430 040938 DJITENG 3HL 30 LHD IYAdO0D 


H.S. Le Maitre, Esq., CB | : Yow.... 


You will also not be unavere of ine difficulties 
caused by the present Jewish oractice of acolyines for oe 
writs of Habeas Corpus in an niles vous ive prevent Bee 
the deportation of imnizrents to Cyprus. Fortunately 7 
these attempts have so fer been unsuecessful end T nov 
learn that the High aes have rejected an spplicetion 
which Was ade fo llowing the 2rrivel of the ULUA 
However, considera’ le inconvenience - caused by the 
necessity of Ke epin 2 the immicrents on board ship within 
terrétoriel waters pending the her ring of these — 
and the fact that | proceedings before the Court a 
being taken does not in any way helo to Lessen the 
enotional tension ip Pale sbine. 


N 


B:aduasafay 


There liave, es you know, been versistent rumours 
of an abltemot to run’ a squadron of ships tie ugh to 
Palestine in compeny. No doubt this would be a 
difficult feat of seamanship for the crews of such 
ill found vessels, but 1 imagine the possibility 
must be teken sericusly. Recent evidence of such an 
attempt is more circumstantiel than. an any we have 
previously had. In seddition ve muct prepare for the 
early arrival of a considerasle number of shins end 
immisrants and there is a possibility thet three at 
least are now on their oe to Palestine. Reliable 
reports place the srovabLle number of imaicrants for 
whom Snips are now availeble as ?5 - 70,000, while 
it is quite possible that 10,000 of these may arrive 
within the next fov weeks. The comine weeks mey. 
‘therefore bring creat prectical difficulties in the 
way of receiving these ships at Haifa and arrenging 
| _for ue trans-shiz ment of innigrents bo SYDTUSs _end wes. ... 


2] 
r] 
~v 
~< 
x 
Go 
= 
=| 
° 
nm 
~ 
= 
m 
bas» | 
= 
ow 
r 
© 
bs] 
m 
© 
°o 
rd 
© 
o 
bas | 
be 2 | 
o 
2 
[ oo 
°o 
ze 
= 


“ 


tap 


CU 


2 
th 


ca 


ry 


of 


2 


5, 


& 


provos ed. 


overtaken by the f the ship off Pelestine. 


In the me antime, 
e general question. 126d herdly 
Admiral ty are very unwilling to interfere 


ae 
¥ 
y' 


fundamental os of the freedom cf th: 
shich Lord Stowell deseri bed 3 


"In places vhere no local aut 
exists ehere : ot 
eet upon a footing of entire 
and ane pay ees n0 one state 
subjects has 4 right to ass 
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ot ia 4 Sat ae 
Dear Hishen, 


re your 
t? 


Foreion Yffice, 5.¥.1. 


75th February, 1947. 


4 |. er my. 
en atbar of the Lau ry 


i that we aes 


under inte here co 


since tie flag state non : 


ane cannet therefore 
doubtful woetner tne 
results sincer- 


(2) it Rey take 


concurrence of the 


(>) the vessel concerned m 
origine] flag under 
port of departure. si 
chanze ofl her flas 9 it mi 
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Uy He are 20) ae Het 
useful 


Q 


secure the 
ant COT: earned, 


May not stick to the 
woieh she left hear 
ie howe ever, sha 


ight well be for an 


unrecomised flaz such as the Zionist 
emblem, and we should presanany then 
justified in “interce otines her in the 


same way. 


J.D. Highem, Esc. Colonial Oftive. | 


M.059695/47. 


J.M. 1 


TOP SECRET. 


Dear Martin, 


Would you ues eetee to | 


T $3 


eres Februaty to | Beith, a cony of ae was 
8 5 (760 21/54/47) « ks you know the epplice 


the “prov0s sed policy to aT recent ease of the Ul "DA - 


was overtaken by the arrival of the ship ofS Palestine. 


WaD 


2. In the neantime, i iowevery we have been considering 
the general question. i need hardly say 
hdmi rel ty are very unwilling to interfere ape oe 


fundamental principle of the oe 
which Lord Stowell des eribed 4 


"In places where no local autaority 


eer ae the | hig th of all states 
ug ot — esuality 
a of its 


are met heere 
authori ty over ihe 


ae eer es 
S.Woi. 
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3. Whenever we have done or acquiesced ir anything 
contrary to this principle in peacetime we have made a 
formal international treaty end we have mede it clear 
thet the action wes excey tional and cid not affect the 
fundamental fresdon, 


4, the Board feel thet to con sult en individual Flag 
state ad hoe when the Saip is alreecy en route for 
Palestine cannot be fegarded as en adecuate substitute 
for a formal treaty. “= oe | 

9 Ag a creat seaf aring nation re ousht to he very 
careful to do nothing which opens the door to 
cevelopments in international naritime law which may 
work to our disadvantage. In the end we micht heve 
to submit to the arrest of ‘Our OW Shins on the high 
seas for quite frivolous reasons énd refussl to aerec 
to this might be construed as an unfri endly act, 

6. In short, bearing in mind thet to a zreat extent 
maritime international law was invented by and for the 
advantage of the meritine powers we should do nothing 
to weaken it even if there would be @ minor immediate 
edventage, _ 


(ae em sending « cosy of this letter to Howe at 
the Foreign Offiee, : 


Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) A.S. Le Maitre. 
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(£,1378/48/) . 25th February ,194/7. 


Dear Hichen, 


a ar your Tatbter of the 3 19% th Pebrusry 
2 | ontaining spestion that we micht ack countries 
| ee fleg torn by ill meet immigrant snips 
to saree to tiel on the e ah seas by the 
Boyal Navy, end Navy f rind 
confirnet LOry evidence. 


Thank you £ 
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Our Legal Adviser azrees 
pee internetional law in proceeding accordingly, 
ince the flag state will have agreed to our setion 
in of it. We are sonewhat 


! action will yield us sefil 


ees that we would be ecoveres. 
Cc 


a eemnnct tk rserefore eonolain 
doubtful waether the provose’ 
results since:- 
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(a) it may Lake us sone time to secure the 
concurrence of the Govern ment concemed, 


(o) the vessel concerned may not otick to the 
original flag uncer wht ch she left her 
port of departure. If, however, she 
changed ner flaz, it might well be for an 

| unrecognised flas such as the Zionist 

; 3 emblem, and we ehould oresumably then be 

justified in intercepting her in the 


same way. 
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_ Colonial Office, | 
_* TOP SECRET Downing Street, 8.W.1. 


@ re021/5447. 12th February, 1947.63 fi 
S.ar Beith, : 


You wiil recall that in my letter to 
Dodds of tne 16th of December I suggested thet 
countries whose flags hac been falsely assumed 
by iliegel immigrant ships might be asked to 
agree to the interception of ships wearing 
their colours in order thet their identity 
Goud be verified and any abuse of fleg 
thecked. 


Since ther, the Cabinet have of course 
turned down the idea of intercepting illegal 
immigrent ships on the high seas, but you will 
see from Fslustine telegram No. 271 that the 

High Comuissioner has again returned to the 
charee asking for reconsideretion of this 


p:9duazal ay 


decision. I spoke to Beckett about this 
telegram and he felt that unless we could 
advance very new end very Welgnuy reasons, 


there was little chance of inducing the 
Cabinet to modify their previous opinion, aud 
we shall probably therefore have to tell the 
High Comlssicner that we can do nothing at 
least at present. 
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| Perhaps, however, you wall consider 
pursuing the suggestion in paragraph l; 
although I think the original idea should be 


J.G.S. Beith, Esq. — /somewhat 


@snewnat. modified. Our requirements would 

i | pest be met if the Hondurian and other 
Governments could be apjreached onee it was 
| | known that a ship wearing their flag was on 

| its way te Palestine, with a reques that they 
would agree to the interception of the ship 

— on the high seas by the Royal Navy and to her 
' arrest if the Navy found confirmatory evidence. 


I should be grateful if this question 
co ld be cv sidered urgently. I am sending 
a co.y af this letter to Dodds, Admiralty. 


Yours Sincerely, . 


(Sgd.) J.D. HIGHAM. 
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“HIS Majesty’ 8. Ambassador at gantiag go 
-- presents his compliments to HeMe Principal Secretary 
and has the honour to transmit to him ‘the. under-mentioned 
documents. | of State for Foreign 
| Af falta. 


| Se 
ABR, asthe 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. | 


Name and Date, de | Oe Subject. — 


meeiiinute from Mr. Larkins U.S. ‘Ambassador ex= 
waco Mr. Leche ‘of the |.. presses views on © 
rd April, 197. | | his Government's . 
ee | | policy re Jewish. 
| immigration to 
Palestine. 
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fmboggador. 


Prom: Commereciel 


“ounsgellor. 


He obaerved that not more then one or two in 


He «emphasised thet no Jews hecnily acttled in 


above beoeuse he so uvhesitatingly expreasad his 


INU Te 
—Brd ADPAL, 19476 


: Aé the dinner given lest night by the 
Ganedien Ambesacdor to General Cerrsaco and 
3ehore, the canversetion ternec on the Jewish 
queation - prompted, I think, by Ur. #owers. 


every 19,000 Jews in the U.eoese Was 6 ULoniat 
ond he particularly refer-ed to Rebbi Stephen 
Wisge'’s condemnation of Terrorist scetivities. 


thea Uelehay “ekes GConota, AuStralis an’ mony 
other countries had the alight-at intention or 
desire to settle in Palestine; the sionist 
movement, #9 at present eonstituted, compriaes - 
the former inhebitente of the centre] Muropean 
Ghettos end hes no aymrathy from reapectable 
Jsevde Te deserlbed the dewa On thea lelehes | | a 
eves O0Ce, 89 "Seva by religion and not by race", a 
gines they live cour lives end subseribe to our es 
Leva and cecupy in ge many enaes positions of 
infiuence ond truat. re Powers expressed the 
opinion avite forelbly that his covernmment hed 
mac@a 8 grave miatelke in tering to force 150,000 
Jawa Into 8 aountry where. they were not wanted 
and which gould not conveniently abaorh them 


Your “xee@llency is no doubt syp-e of Mre 
Rowers’! views on this eubject, but T report the 


oodinion to a mixed eudience, including the 
Miniater of foreign Affoirs, Generel “erragep, 
Getior Cantelblanco (who trensleted) and Sefior 
Valdiviesoe. | | 
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Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 7 


Please see the Miniter of State's mnues on 
the attached copy of this telegran. "The Times" 
to-day has an unfortunate article Suggesting, — 
on the basis of American press réports, that we 
ourselves are doubtful of the locus Standi of 
the Secretary-General in issuing an appeal. 

I suggest that we might take the opportunity to 
make it clear that we are in‘no doubt on this © 
porn Us, Draft telegram attached. 


(J.G.S. Beith) 
24th April, 1947. 


Ss) 


(See alro E340S ) 


~v 
=< 
» 
oO 
= 
par 
c=) 
wm 
-4 
= 
a 
~<a 
(a 
@ 
re 
© 
m 
© 
co) 
rs 
= ] 
i= 
| 
= 
Q 
hy 
er 
o 
z& 
z& 


{This tele ram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


WORLD ORGANTSs TION 
DISTRIBUTION | 


Cypher /OTP 


FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


D. 7.59. Dem, 22nd April 1947 


Lord Inverchapel 
No: 2399 


22nd April 1947 R. 3.20,a.m.2end'.pril 1947 
Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York 

ne eet | 
TMA DIATE 


secret. 

Giant. 

My telegram No: 2382. 

Note to Secretary General of United Nations 


on illegal immigration. icheson reverted to this 


question during conversation with Balfour this afternoon. 
Further points which he made were the possibility 

that the competence of the Secretary General to make 

such an appeal might be challenged and that a bitter 
controversy on the merits of Palestine immigration policy 
might thereby be occasioned. 

. For these reasons Acheson was Strongly, 
of the opinion that it would be better for His Majesty's 
Government themselves to address the Governments 
concerned as they had been doing in the past, and that 


they should not make any appeal through the medium. 
of the United Nations, even after the special committee 


had been Set up. 
qu 


her ah oe tobe (8 
> Do vhs A. | | 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be. 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher /OTP | WORLD ORGANISATION 
| DISTRIBUTION 


RRO WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Lord Inverchapel D. 7.59. Dem. 22nd April 1947 
Nog 2599 


gend April 1947 R. 3.20,a.m.2end April 1947 
Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York 
| XsaeXs 7 

Tae DIATE 


. 
_pecret. 

Pay 
Giant. 
Nit poi BS ae ey 
My telearam Va: gae2. 


Note to zeeretary General of United Nations 
oO. iilegal immigration. Acheson reverted to this 
question during conversetion with balfour this afternoon. 
Further noints which he made were the possibility 
that the competence of the secretsry General to make 
such'en appeal might be challeng2d aad that a bitter | 
controversy on thé merits of Palestine imnigration policy 
might thereby be occasioned. 
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2. For these reasons Acheson wag Strongly, 
of the opinion that it would be better for His Majesty's 
Government themselves to address the Governments — 
concerned as they had been doing in eee od Ry that 
they should not make any appeal through the medium | 
of the United Nations, even after the special committee 
hed been Set up. : 
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Registry | 
No.E 3369/48/31 | 
Boies f ports 1947. 


J.G.8.B. 
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Draft. 
UCR. pavegeticn, 
New Yorks 


Your telegram No. 1204 [of April 
19th] and Washington telegrams Nos. 2382 
and 2399 [of April 2lst and 22nd: note 
“4 to Secretary- General of United: Nations on 
illegal immigration]. 
I agree an there is some. substance 


Repent po: {To tod « tel. No. 2382 
j erson s argumen at. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Washihgyén a 
Secretary-General should not ein cuienise 


member States until the Special Assembly | 


Cypher | hos mer | 
| | t I know of no reason why this ps 
World Organisation 
Distribution. issue should be considered to be autside 
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the competence of the Secretary-General, 
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Copy to:-: oe YOu should therefore. request Mr. 


as suggested by “r. Acheson. 


NOTHING 


Colonial Office | Lie t© sake the action which Secretariat | 
(Mr. Trafford. Spaecal Sessun evrds. 
Smith) | had prepared as soon as tt | 
3.1 wm amd Leunck Genuak aqrec, 
Zt would also appear desirable to make it 


clear to the press in response to any 
enguiries that 
to the competence of the Secretary-General 
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WORID ORGANISATION 
D ORGANTSATLON 


Cypher/OIP WORM 
DISTRIBUTION 


FROM FORSIGN OFFICE TO NeW YORK 


(To Permenent United Kingdom Representative to United 
Nations. ) | 


No. 1254 
25th April, 1947. 


De 35645 Dee 25th April, 1947. 


Repeated to: Washington No. 4057 


TDIATS JDO 


Your telegram Noe 1204 [of April 19th] ani Wesh4ngton 
telegrams Nos. 2582 and 2500 fot April 21st and 32m: Note 
to Seeretery-Gensral of United Nations on illegal imul gration]. 


I agxee that there is saue substance in Mire Henderson's 
argument, as Stated in Wushington telegram No. 2582, that the 
Seoretery-General should not circulerise Member States until 
the Special Assembly has met but I know cf no reason why this 
issue should be considered to be outside the competence of 
the Seeretary-General, as suggested by Mr. Acheson. 


Se You should, therefore, request Mr. Lie to take the 
action waich Secreterieat hed prepared as soon as the special 
session ends. 


3, If you ani Secretery-General agrea, it would also appear 
desirable to make it clear to the press in response to any 
enquiries thet there does not appear to be any doubt as to the 
competence of the Secretary-Generel in this matter, os hei 
been suggested in press reports (see Washington telegram 


No. 124% e 


2 
oes 
ao 


2] 
© 
wv 
of 
rs] 
o> 
= 
=~ 
°o 
n~ 
-4 
= 
mm 
Oo 
i= 
@ 
re 
2) 
az 
m 
Qo 
° 
rs] 
o 
°o 
vl 
wv" 
oO 
m™ 
re 
°o 
= 
= 


- > Vay 


vy 


oN. 


vy 


ON: 


a) 3 . et, : 


aN 


Ley 


PALESTINE 
le ref Pau LOM | 


Registry 


TELEGRAM FRO 


x. MW Holouad 
Dated bucket 
Oe \ Ke / 7. 

Zz a ail my 


a ra} ESF gle Vi. releth Fount 


ALB OTD wh ed 
OV wy he dA be Meermtons é 


Airc Yn of; Al 
ALLAY Vireo. lol. es / “ot - 


Last P aper. (Minutes.) 


2769 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


(Action 


completed. ) 


~<v 
«< 
xz 
o> 
= 
= 
=) 
ow 
~4 
= 
mm 
3 
S 
@o 
r 
© 
rd 
S 
rd 
o 
=] 
vn 
= 
© 
” 
r 
=) 
= 
= 


OD) ine os: € 


DEPARTMENTAL Weeds 
TO_ FOREIGN OFFICE 


D. 1.08 pem. 22nd April 1947 
Re 3.50 poem. 22nd April 1947 


22nd April 1947 . | 
Repeated to British Middle East Office Ggiro . ~ 
Jerusalem OF S 4 : 0 
| - = 
ee ceaocce : , 


A usually reliable source reports recruitment for 
a large party of illegal Jewish immigrants into Palestine 
is going on in Bucharest. 


a 


2, The body that apparently is organising it is the 
Revisionist Organisation and this time Revisionist 
sympathisers only are being accepted. 


3. Jewish Agency is said to be anxious to prevent 
an influx of Revisionist sympathisers to the complete 
exclusion of their own adherents (Orthodox Zionists) and 
is reported to have intervened with the administrative 
section of Allied Control Commission [ gp. undec. | to 

‘prevent the departure of these {llegal immigrants. 


‘Foreign Office please pass to British Middle 
East Office Cairo and Jerusalem as my telegrams Nos. 
4 and 15. respectively. 
[Repeated to British Middle East Office Cairo. 
Copies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office 
for repetition to Jerusalen] 
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US. JEWS OPEN-BRIV 
FOR MEN AND GUN Ss 


From ‘STANLEY BURCH, News Chronicle Correspondent | 


: Cuttil dated 23 APR 1047 


TH the Mayor of: New. ‘York, 

O'Dwyer, calling for “ unlimited-” Jewish. immiegr. 
into Palestine, a Jewish ‘drive to: taise: “nearly: £2, 000; 000: was 
opened in“America today for | a 
the. attainment of a Free | 
| Palestine: 

The fund’ ne been proclaimed | 
as a “drive for men, ships, guns | 
and money.” 

.The organisers have promised | 
to get £250,000 .into Palestine to |. 

laid underground - resistance be- | 
fore July 4. 
|. Launching this drive the Ameri- | 
can League for°a Free Palestine | 
says £750,000 will_be used for buy- 
ing ships to run Jews through the 
British blockade. into the Holy 
Land, a similar amount will £0, to 
medical and Ba ae Ss. for 
Palestine’ 


; marked’ for. the nde Pe ofa 
“provisional - Government - of or. 
'Palestine.” 

Speaking ..at- the: opening : Of: the | 
“drive, Mr:. ‘Ben Hecht, ::the: author, | 
i denounced the British "plockade ‘as 
“piracy,” | British officials : as} 
Be rascals and hypocrites,” and | 
| Sagennons in: ahaa vas e ache 


| Your. blood? - | 


_At-aimass: ‘meeting. of: 3,000 mili- 
| tant Zionists young: American Jews., 
were called ‘on to. join ‘the resist-— 
ance movement in Palestine. | We 1 
need: your. blood,” they ‘were told. * i 
A. full-scale , Arab-Jewish clash 
is: CNG: at next week's Assembly | 
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Both: the Egyptian and ‘Syrian 

Governments aye | asked «the. 
| Assembly‘ to.:discuss the immediate. 
| ending ‘wt: the. ‘itish:: Mandate. and 
'the establishitiefit of an inde- 
| pendent’ ‘Palestine. The ‘Jewish 
| Agency (the U.S. branch of ithe 
; Palestine organisation) ote it will | 
| call Jon“ tthe Assembly for ® fulfil-. 
. ment: of the’ Jewish: ‘National: ‘home. 
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CABINET DISTRIBUTION, 


D. 9,08 Dele Zand April fot 
R. 4,30 acm, 25rd April 1947, 


PPP 


IMPORTANT 
TOP SECRET 


Your telegram No, 5812, ? . 


Assistance in United States for illegal immigration 
to Palestine. | 


Balfour called this afternoon on Acheson ani pleaded 
earnestly for some action to prevent these appeals ageinst 
which we had already so often complained. He also dwelt 
the Fitting out and dispatch of shi from the United States’ 
and hanied Acheson a memorandum on the whole subject, copy of 
which follows by bag. 


2. Acheson readily agreed that His Ma jesty’ s Goverment 
were entitled to a reasoned i Bas y to their hil aedaec hat ntations, As 
he ddl it anere was no legal > aoe yes which | h the United States 

rmment c prevent a funds or resolutions 
pn gr as that passed by the? Senist “Or anisation of pane. es 
When urged by Balfour, he invited Loy Henderson, who was 
present at t e inter¥ ev, | 


(a) To examine again the question of preventing the 
organisations concerned from soliciting contributions on 
the basis: of tax exemption, and, 


(b) To explore whet means were open to the United 
States Government to hekp us over the a opigcae - abips 


In the lest named connexion Acheson foresaw culty 


in discovering any legal means to obstruct the ei of s 
ships or their departure without pease agers fer foreign 
dest nat ions where they embarked al immigrants. 
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Your telegram No; 2397 fof April 22nd: 


Jewish Illegal Immigration, | , 
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rive/to raise 


nearly £2 million " for men, ships, guns 


and money" tO facilitate "unlimited" Jewish 


yur 


immigration into Weds 


Or oO Tree Palestingg | reani 


a 


nd the attainment. 


to send £250 000 into Palestine to aid 


Underground resistance before July hth, 


fn. 


launching the drive the smerteoer League fer 


Pucaggalestime said that £750,000 would be used 


ey 


Si 
for buying ships to run Jews through the. 


medical and relief supplies to. Palestine 


British blockadey and a Similar amount for 


sers nah promised 


: \ 
Underground fighters, he remainder would be 


ear-marked for the establishment of "a 


Provisional Government for 
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Palestine". 
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(this telegram is of particular secrecy sata be 


retained by the euthorised recipient and not passed on] 
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CABIN] DISTRIBUTION 


FROM FORRIGN OFFIC TO WASHINGTON 


x 


95rd April 1947 
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Your telegram No. 2397 [of April 22nd: Jewish 


Illegal Immigration. ] 


News Chronicle of April 23rd publishes a report 
from their New York correspondent on the opening of a drive 
by the American League for a Free Palestine to raise 
nearly £2 million "for men, ships, guns and money" to 
facilitate "unlimited" Jewish immigration into Palestine 
and the attainment of a free Palestine. Report adds 
that organisers had promised to send £250,000 into 
Palestine to aid Underground resistance before July 4th; 
in launching the drive the League said that £750,000 would 
be used for buying ships to run Jews through the British 
blockade and a similar amount for medical and relief 
supplies to Palestine Underground fighters; the remainder 
would be earmarked for the establishment of "a Provisional 


Government for Palestine", 


2. If report is accurate we think this represents first 


specific mention of armaments as one of the objects for 
which funds are being raised by Zionist organisations 


jn the United States. Surely at this point the Administration 


has power to intervene. The purpose of the gums can only 
be to fire at British troops and police in Palestine. 
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eri : 
HIS Majesty’s anda | Re a 
Avbassador | ESPs 


presents his compliments to 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 


documents. 


fs 


Reference to previgtis correspondence: 


Athens P/L 148 of April lst 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Note to Monsieur C. Illegal Jewish Immigrants 
Tgaldaris. 
16th April 1947 


Copy of letter from 


Monsieur C.TSaldaris 
3rd April 1917 


84794 30582—1 (8) 
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ATHEAS 


viewer Le winkatre,s 
I have the henowr te @mknowledge #165 thenkte he 
presipt of the Kote No. 22034 which Your bergseg ca 


go good ap to addr: sea to te on the BG Apeal about 


flow ef Lillegel Jaw an iced grpanio into Pal oatine. _ I 


heave act failed to eonvey to Sia sejeaty’s Gevernnent 
in the United Kingdom the @ezrents eonteined in Your 
txeelleney'a Note that the Revel Hellenia Governsent intend 


te do ell in thelr power to prevent thie trarrids 


& ‘Your *xeclienay will ree ell that dn puragreph 6 of 
my Hote Noe 127 of the let April t hed ihe honour to 
request the Royal Rellenis o vernuent to aengel the 
registration of three nia d veeurle walen Hie “ele aty’ @ 
Gove prmaent have pacgon to believe to heave been engeging 7 
im that tretiie 1 iswigeante inte Polestines _- - : 
at teak partiouler ispertencs ‘to | 
the caneslietion of «se registration of these vesatls 
awsld therefora be coat gratefal 4f Your @2¢ elienay 
isa te inform me whether the Reyai 


Government Bave mow been able te take thie eation 


His #xcellency | 
Monsieur C./saldaris 


NOONOT “391430 G4093S 91 78Nd 3HL 40 LHDIYAd09 


~ 


aT f. f 
an . 

a iv 
yy 


7 


KROYAVEN DS GREOW § 3 avril 
MINISPIRS DIS APBAIRTS SURANGTAGS 


No. 2283). 


Monsieur l'Ambagsadeur, 

Je Mi'empresse d'accuser racentis ie la lettre 
sub No. 127 en dates 
a Dien voulu mM’ adr: er ralativement 
elandes<ine de Juits en Palestine et 

dont le contenu a reyu 1a 

, onsidévation des autorités hell4nigues compéstentes 
aucguelles ge D4partement n'a pas mangué 
faire immédiatensnt la gommunisation en vue d'un 
sureroft de vigilance. Us jeimiesas ne mancuesront 
pas de rendre toutes Les tesures en leur pouvoir 
afin gu'aucun= in ,utation & ce sujet ne puisse leur 
&tre faite. 

Je d4sire assurer de nouveau Votre txcellence 
gue ls Gouvernement Royal Hellénigue n'est en aucune 
maniare disposé a souffrir que des agissements d'in- 
dividus sans scrupules puissent norter ombrage aux 


relations d'tAatroite anlLtie eaxistant entre nos deux 


pays. 


Je sgaisis cette cecasion pour reRmouveler Votre 


; . re ae 
tx¢eellence les assurances de wa tres haute consideration. 


G, TSALDARIS 


Son sxcellence 

Sig GLitford Norton ; . | 

Ambassadeur de Sa wajeste Britannique 
etc. atc. etc. 


: | @n Ville. 
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; (Ce. n~ Mett Office of the British ts 
o > Sie Lhe | Political Representative, 


doyecgn hopmeebor Bucharest. 
94/10/47 


Dear Chancery, 


ge think you may be interested jin the enclosed becaktatiod 
of a letter written by a Roumanian m fie) Hacshara: at 
Ceriano in Italy. nvinced..cCommmist 
who joined the Tudor Vladimiresou division in 1944. although 
goon disillusioned, he decided not to desert while the war 
continued, but afterwards went into hiding in Bucharest. 
Aided by the man who communicated to us the attached letter, 
he reached one of the two Jewish camps near Timisoara from 
which illegal emigrants to Palestine are passed over the 
froftier. He was refused by the Jewish authorities there, 
however, on the ground that he had taken no part in subversive 
Jewish activities. | 


Be As you may be aware, an Hacshara is a camp where Jewish 

emigrants to Palestine are assembled in Italy and usually . 
given some political training. The writer of this letter 

now works in the Secretariat of the Hacshara and is studying 
medicine at the same time. Our gource was unable to say 

whether or not the Hacshara was illegal. The letter however 

Gives an interesting picture of the atmosphere of the camp 

and of the type of people in it. 
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De We are sending a copy of this letter and enclosure to 
the Eastern Department. 


Yours ever, 
CHANCERY. 
Chancery, 


British Embassy, 
Rome. 


meh eG | TRANSLATION 


A storm.is coming on, the wind is furious as if sonie body. 
were stamping on its corns. I am in a room surrounded by Marit' books, 


ofia Hacshara.’ 4a dog is howling somewhere, a broken shutter on ‘ene of 
the windows beats against the wall with a dull sound whenever the wind 

- blows. I have the: impression that I am the hero of one of those badly 

“written polige novela just arrived to-look for the murderer in a | 
nysterious house. 


My knowledge | increases daily with unimaginable speed. I am 
afraid of bursting. 


: The Hacshara where I am is one of the few for Italian Jews. 
Situated very close to Lake Ceriano, it consists of two blocks of 
houses in one of which is the administration, kitchen and dining room 
and in the other, of Baroque style, the dormitaries. ‘There is a field 
of potatoes and one of cabbages. That is about all. It is the first 
Hacshara in which I have seen people working, twenty men, boys and 
girle who, of their own free will, have left their homes, parents and 
schools and have come here to prepare themselves for Palestine. They 
all seem happy and everything they do seems to give them pleasure. 

That is one's first impression. If you look a little more intently you 
come to the conclusion that a great part of them have, perhaps only 

in their sub-consciousness, a real reason for coming here and that 
their decision to leave for Palestine was, in fact, a desperate one. 
The best representative of this type is a small girl with large, - 
wild, black eyes. JI think she is about 16 or 17 years old. She is 

so timid that I am afraid to ask her. To-day she washed her clothes 
for the first time in her life. I surprised her ina corner staring 
surprised at her swollen and red hands. ._This evening at dimer both 
were covered in grease. She suffers a lot on account of the food. This 
evening there was a coffee-coloured soup with a really sinister taste. 
She ate it all up to the last drop and I heard her say8ng to her friends 
in a cheerful tone "I think, after a month's trying, I shall succeed in 
eating two plates full". I am curious to know what her real reason for 
coming here is. I do not know Italian well enough to dare to begin a 
longer discussion with her. I am afraid of being rough and that would 
upset her. 


A boy of 16 years, small, untidy and ugly, seems very funny 
tom. <A ferocious Communist. He has read Marx and underatood nothing. 
He has learnt by heart a few phrases which he uses without any sense 
of economy. When he saw me he asked me immediately what political 
colour I was. Unhesitatingly I replied "None". He looked at me side- 
Ways exclaiming "How is it possible". According to him neutral men 
should not exist. Afterwards, I explained to him that I found the 
theory very attractive and that it was once my ideal but that I had 
now reached the conclusion that man is a too egotistical animal to be 
a Communist. He made a face as if he didn't understand and turned his 
back on me. | | | 


Although all appear to live in harmony together, I have the 
impression that there is something forced, something unnatural among 
them. Apart from two or three sincere idealists who are fine types, 
the rest are not at all happy. Yesterday evening, I heard one of them 
Saying "Every day that passes brings me more disillusions about life in 

- general and communal life". It is a mental process which I know very 
well. JI ask myself sometimes why Tei is 80 topey turvy in 
this world. 


There "@eo 


- maps in disorder and a typewriter. It is what is called the Secretariat 
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. here is another girl of French. origin, blond with blue eyes 
and: blond hair. She loves music and writes quite good verse. "I: feel 
music in every moveme nt of nature* she said to me yesterday... We, under- 
prend each other perfectly. I am afraid I might sald ‘in love with her. 


 . I type so. slowly that it is now 12. ofelock.. 1 am eine to bed. 
I must aet. sap, at. 6.30. I shudder. when, -. thank ; ‘that totmorron. I) wUst 
learn anatomy. | 
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TOP SECRET British Embassy, 


72/141 /4T 6 . | Pariss 


16th April, 1947. 


9/1 if uy 


- » 


With reference to your telegrams 570 and 5/1 
I enclose three copies of a memorandum based on your telegram 
570 and of a note concerning the vessels recently used for 
illegel Jewish immigration imto Palestine from French ports 
which I compiled from our files. 


Both of these were handed by Ashley Clarke to 
Monsieur Bousquet of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs yesterday. 
Monsieur Bousquet expressed himself as very satisfied with 
the information they contain and agreed, at Ashley Clarke's 
suggestion, that point (d) was one to be emphasized. Ashley 
Clarke pointed out that in the case of each of the vessels 
mentioned in our note there appeared to have been a 
contravention of the Safety of Life at Sea Conventions Monsieur 
Bousquet said that as the Minister of the Interior would not 
now be back in time for the Council of Ministers ow Monsieur 
feitgen was suggesting to Monsieur Ramadier that a restricted 
Council should be called, with officials present, at which the 
matter could be subjected to a thorough preliminary studye 
Monsieur Bousquet would attend and said that the conclusions 
reached at this preliminary meeting would almost certainly be 
accepted by the full Council of Ministers. 


Monsieur Bousquet is now preparing a brief for 
Monsieur Teitgen which will be based in part on the information 
which we have just communicated. | 


I am writing separately about oil bunkers. 
Yor 
WN) ww 
GeAe Crossleye 
JaGeSe Beith, ESde > 


EHastern Department, 
Foreign Office, SeWele 


sets / re 
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Rations are on Army senle and quite adequate. 


(b) at present 750 Jews are sent monthly to 
Falestine from Gyprus as an interim measure, Thia represents half 
the monthly immigration quota of 1,500, which has been in force eince 
December 1945, his does not however mean that His Majesty's 
Government condone this treffie, The decision was only taken with 
erent veluotance, 98 a recult of representations frou the Government 
of Cyprus that it was essential for the maintenance of order and 
morale both in the refugee camps and emong the Gypriot population 
that there should be a olear indication that the camps were not 
permanent and that there was « gredual movement of individuals out of 
Cyprus, Indeed, conditions in the camps which made the decision 
neoeanary are a pressing reason why further over-crowing of continual 
refugees into the camps should be prevented, 


reowsefy | Ny Ney de ee 


(c) Organisers of illegal immigration traffic are 
responsible for the mental anguish of illegal immigrenta who arrive in 
Palestine waters and are trans~ehipped to the Cyprus camps, At present 
there are over 11,000 illegal imaigrants in Qyprus and the GUARD: AN 
has just arrived in Palestine waters with about 2,500 en bosrd, If 
this rate of arrival continues, there will be no hope of clearing the 
eempe for years and some illegal immigrants may never reach Palestine, 
especially if the United Nation’ decision doea not allow of extensive 
further Jewish iomigration into Palestine, 


(4) The illegol immigration traffic results in most 
unfaiy Giscrimination against a11 those Jews throughout the world who 
are waiting to enter Palestine legaliy, Many poor and aged relations 
of settlers in Palestine are likely to be kept waiting for years an a 
result of illegal imnsigration, 


(e) As regards the dangerous oondition in which illegal 
immigration vessels arrive, it will be recalled that the ATHINAL ren 
aground on the Greek islend of Syrina last winter and H.li, Shige have 
often intercepted illegal imaigrant ships (for example, the SaN FILIF 9) 
in a sinking condition, It is only by great good fortune that ao 
tragic accident has so far oseurred, and this good fortune cannot be 
expected to hold, Both the GUARDIAN and GaN FILIVO (a ship af seventy 
years old, possessing no registrat ion), amonget the most recent 
arrivals, had broken down before reaching Palestine waters, The 
SAN MIGUEL had also broken down before being intercepted, and the 
MERICA or LA NEGEVE, a wooden eaique of some 350 tons earrying 650 
imigrants, exrived in Palestine waters with her wooden sides caved in 


neor the gumreie, 


Ze fhe arrival of illegal immigrant ships in Palestine 
waters normally ooineides with outbreaks of terzorigm, The explosions 
in the Haifa O11 Depot cocurred 60 minutes after the arrival of the 
SAN PILIFO, It ie evident thet the terrorists tock advantage of the 
situation ercated by the orrivel of these ships to carry eut their 
outrages and to seeure the support of the Jewleh poytilation. The 


Prench authorities, by failing to take measures against thas / traffic are 
thy 
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Illegal Jewish Imeigration to Palestine 


Penamenian Registry (withdraw) 
Seventy years old. 


the Miniatry of Yoreign Affairs were informed by our Note 

of 2let Mareh that thie veesc] was ih readiness at Marseilles. 

She got away with approximately 1,600 passengera on board and 
distress signals on 30th Maxch, She was found by 

the Royal Navy to have a heavy list and demaged engines. 

700 of the passengers were trane-ahipped on to mine awe 

after pumping epers tions a pert nigh towed the vesael, ' 

weald have otherwi  aniowd y sunt . 


m moter sailing veasel built 1875. — on arrival ¢ to 


be in poor condition with sides caved in near the 
Eebarkation was supervised by the French police. 


The passengers were ostensibly destined for Cuba via Lisbon, 
the vessel broke down. emi had to be towed to Haifa, 


by the French Folios, 
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6 Fe ae pl 7 
Te oer , 
nN im a t i i . 
i & Ce ~ . | po! | } 
Arrived in Palestine om Mexuh oth with 600 Jews from Port de 
Qu, ostensibly beumd for Jouth Aseriot 
fx mine-eweoper: SYTHE. 
Built in Germany in 1930. 170 feet long by 30 fect wide with 
Honduras Registry. 
tion was made publicly. 
(1990 tons) 
pe Cire Ce hin ca tes PUR SEO GO ea 
Although the Ministry of Poroign affairs were informed by our ote 
of Zlet Havch that this veeal was in rendiness at Verscilles she we was @Ol 
to leuve and arcived at Felectine on 15th April with between 2,400 + « 2,700 
ssengers from Séte, Ost ensibly bound for Le Havre. She had broken down 
on the way Ye 
Hondures Registry. 
(800 tons) 
Renamed HAIM ARLOSSORGF 
eprived off Heife 24th February with 1,300 passengers. 
1nid wo in Marecilies, thie vessel left for Le Havee in 
ballast at Losded 600 Jews in Sweden end caue buck to Le Havre where _— 
exerting inajceter protested that she Was ourrylug too many paasscngers 
for seourkty, She was nevertheless abla to leave and toughed at 
La Ferouse, nest Algiers, before progoeding te Palestine. 
Tt will se noted that 700 additional pasachgers were taken On 
subsenuently to the onl] at Le Havre. 
‘the following vesscls arc iu readiness at Marge ilies 
ARCEUANGEIOS 
PRESIDENT WHARF IELD 
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PALESTINE 
Rei besuor/as/iy, Klige Sains gLelion 
TELEGRAM FROM _ we fi! Su- Gl 279 ferseyfeyr SS AL? 
t K. er Meow lt navel Ane ¢ CO LAL 4 Xd UA ae lost 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 
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Cypher/OTP WORLD ORGANISAWJON DISTRIBUTION 
FROM NeW YORK @O FORSIGN OFFICE 


(From Permament United Kingdom Representative to United 
Nations ) 


Mo. 1242 De 5e15 Dem. 25rd April 1947 


26rd April 1947 Re 1-00 aem. 24th April 1947 
Repeated to Washington( Saving) 


ccccccGc 


TidiviinD 
oA | 
Washington telegram No. 2599 to youe 


Illegal immigration into Palestine. 


Secretariat have agreed to hold up action pending 
further communication from us. 1 presume you Will send 
our instructions in due course. 


2, Meanwhile, substance of my note to Secretary 
General has become know to press. Secretariat deny any 
responsibility. United Nations Press Division have not 

i(repeat not) seen text and there are some grounds for 
suspicion that State Department are responsible for 


leakage. 
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. : %, You may care to know that in order to off-set 
possible negative impression of representations Il 
a included in note a passage on extent of legal imnigration 
7 into Palestine based on Secretary of State's statement 
| of iiarch 25th. 
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~ CONFIDENTIAL 


Telegram. | | — Your telegram No.12)2 fof 23rd April : 


(ee [4d.! 


illegal immigration into Palesting/. 
(Date) We have been wondering whether, in place 


Repeat to :— of a letter from the Secretary General to 


“ the individual United Nations, it would now 
Washington 
Uf 7577. be POgeT PES to go further and seek to secure | 
an Assembly recommendation calling on all the 
United Nations to take all possible steps 
to stop illegal immigration while the question 
of Palestine is sub judice. | 

2, In justification of such a recommendation 
we could claim : 

(a) that immigration is the most content coud 

of all the issues involved . 
(b) that it is essential to avoid all 
developments calculated to @erenae the 
| . difficulty of solving the Palestine 
Distribution :— 
problem. 

3. You may however consider that the submission 
of a draft necomendieica on these lines to 
the Special Session of the Aswenbiy would be 
Likely to lead to an acrimontous and unprofitable 
ee ra oon to | 


debate and that it would be better to stick to. 
Copies*to | | | | 


our original intention of a circular letter on 
Mr.Trafford Smith ~~ | 
Colonial Officq the subject from the Secretary-General, 
| | tact Ll pon fan a 
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No, 1421, 
D. 340 pom 15th May, 1947. 
15th May, 1947, 


Repeated to Washington No, 4/57 


MEDIATE. 


ONFIDENTIAL 


Your telegram No, 1942 [of 23rd April: ille al 
immigration into Friestine |. . . 


We heve been wondering whether, in plage 
of a letter from the Secretary General to the individual 
United Nations, it would now _be possible to go fur fher 
and seek to secure an Assembly recommendation ca ing 

on all the United Nations to take all possible steps 

to stop illegal immigration while the question of 
Palestine is sub judice. 


2, In justification of such a recommendation 
we could clain: 


(a) that immigration is the most contentious 
of all the issues sinvolved 


(b) that it is essential to avoid all dgve lope 
ments Calculated to increase the difficulty 
of solving the Palestine problem, 


3, You may however consider that the submission 


of a draft recommendation on these lines to the Special 
Session of the Assembly would be Likely to lead to 
acrimonious and uaprofitable debate and that it would 
be better to stick to our original intention of a 


circular letter on the subject fram the Secretary-General, 


4, I have just received telegram from His 

¢ Ambassador Rome, urg ld 
trengther baad of Italia ating 
or at least delaying de par illega ? 
{mmigrant vessels, and in par arfield, 
if resolution could be passed in these 


eatly 
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De 1015 poem. April 22nd,1947. 
Re 4040 pem. April 22nd,1947. 


Repeated to British Middle ast Office Cairo 


Jerusalem 
Paris 


sssss 
SECRET 
My telegram No. 876 of 1946. 
Tllegal Jewish immigration. 


Pandelis is reported to be now in Paris negotiating 


urehase of more ships intended for illegal immigration 
o Palestine. The Greek Embassy at Paris shoula be 
able to indicate his address and perhaps to bring 
pressure to bear on him to desist from his active and 


mportant participation in organisation of carriage by 


sea of illegal immigrants. 
Foreign Office please pass Cairo, Jerusalem and 
Paris as my telegrams Nose 5, 16, and 5S, respectively. 
[Repeated to Cairo and Saving to Paris] 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial 
Office for repetition Jerusalem ] 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PARIS 


26th ‘April "V9R7 


No, 646, — 
| | De 340. 
25th April 1947. 


SECRET 


puanarest telegram No. 420 [of ‘iia 22nd: 
Illegal Jewish immigration]. | 


Please take this up unis with your 
Greek colleague and request him to do every=_ 


thing he can to hinder the activities of 
Pandelis. 


L Copy sent to Middle Bast Secretariat. ) 
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21st April, 1947. 
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| | I am greatly Concerned at the length of time it 
is taking the French Government to return some definite 
reply to the request for discussions on Ways and means of 
controlling illegal immigration to Palestine which was put 
to them by Duff Cooper on the 21st March. paris despatch | 
No. 274 refers. I quite realise how warily the French 
Cabinet have to tread on controversial matters at 
present but they can be in no doubt, after the Foreign 
secretary's personal approach to Me Bidault, of the 
importance we attach to the matter. If they will ever be 
ready to help us over it, they should be prepared to do 
so quickly. I hope, therefore, that you will find some 
way whereby further and effective pressure can be 
brought to bear on the French to agree to the immediate 


a | opening of discussions. 
i 3 


Z As you will know, the "PRESIDENT WARFIELD", 8 
ship flying the Honduran flag which has recently arrived 
at Marseilles from the United States, is reported to have 
a capacity of 5,000 passengers. I am anxious that, quite 
apart from the discussions with the French, the strongest 
possible action should be taken to prevent the departure 
of this ship either by administrative delay, by denial 
of bunkers, by action under the Safety at Sea Convention 

| or by any other means, and I trust that the Ambassador 
t | will make the most intensive efforts to achieve 
satisfaction from the French in this particular case. 
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of the strong feelings 


You will of course be aware 
this subject at their 


expressed by the Defence Committee on 


meeting on the 16th April. 
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See 2¥ April, 1947. 


pray dear Arctinr, 


On receipt of your letter of April 
2lst about Jewish illegal immigration 
into Palestine through France, I Sent 
despetehed= versonal message to our 
Ambassador at Faris, of which a copy is 
enclosed. Our latest information is that 
the French Council of Ministers were due 
to considekytep ly to our request for 
discussions on Monday the 2lst April 
and we are expecting to hear at any 


moment what the terms of this reply are. 
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SECRET 


immigrants from France. It is now 


almost a month since you took this matter 


reply to our reguest for discussions on 


through France. Nevertheless, the French 


~ 


Following from Minister of State 
for Ambassador. | | 
| Defence Committee again considered 
the problem of illegal immigration into 
Palestine on April 16th and expressed great 


concern ‘at the continuing flow of illegal 


up with the Acting Minister fof Foreign 


Affairs and we have not yet received a 


ways and means of. preventing this traffic 
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Government can be in no doubt as to thé 
importance we attach to the matter after 


the Secretary of State's personal approach 


‘| to M. Bidault in Moscow. . 
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7 capacity of 5,000 passengers, | I trust — 
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in particular to prevent the departure 
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under the Safety. at Sea Convention or. indeed] by 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


er/OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION, 


BIGN OFFICE TO PARIS. 


De 10,45 pee Bord April 1947, 


Following from Minister of State for Ambassador, 

_. Defence Committee again considered the problem of 
illegal immigration into Palestine on April 16th and expressed 
reat concern at the continuing flow of illegal immigrants 
rom France It is now almost a month since you took this _ 
matter up with the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs ani we 
have not yet received a reply to our request for discussions 
on ways and means of preventing this traffic through France, 
Nevertheless, the French Government can be in fo doubt as to 
the importance we attach to the matter after the Secretary of 
State's personal approach to M. Bidault in Moscow. : 
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No ogg / L G124/ 747 ¢ 


@ HIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Washington presents his / f + | 


compliments to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit to him the under- 


‘ mentioned documents. 


British Embassy 
Washington, D. C. 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Copy of Aide Memoire © Illegal Immigration 
to State Department: into Palestine. 
dated 21st April 1947. 


WOONOT “391430 GY093Y 9178Na 3HL JO LHD18Ad09 


ond _ g i rt Sas teas pastas = : “ — - ' ie. rae = =m 


ne Acting Seeretary of State wil 
that on a number of oogasions during the 


last nine months representations have been nade to 


ation ‘to Palestine, for which tex 
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remember thet representations were made in December 
concerning the ship ‘ABRIL, which was inter-~ 
cepted off Haife on 8th March with a load of ills 


to the State Department that relieble information 
hed been received by this Embassy to the effect | tha 
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This telegram was discussed at a meeting in 
the Minister of State's room on April 28th. The 


| Minister of State emphasised the importance attached 


to this problem by the Cabinet and recomuended that 


| we should do what we could to meet the French points 


in paragraphs 3 and 4 of this telegram. He asked 
that the competent Department should consider what 


was the most favourable reply we could +: eturn 


to the French authorities on these points in order to 


| secure their co-operation in checking the illegal 
j immigrant traffic. 


Ze I am seeking the views of the Colonial Office 


on paragraph 4. I do not think that they will greatly 


mind how the quota available for the zones of Germany 
ls distributed; they are concerned chiefly with 
Paragraph 4 is not 
entirely clear, but I take it to mean that the 

total quota available for Palestine each month should 
be split up among the three western zones in 
porportion to the number of Jews in each zone 
desiring to enter Palestine. 
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ag. Apa. 

7) Miho C.O0, 


I have drafted a telegram to Berlin on the lines 
Suggested above. I had, hoped to clear the matter 
of principle with the Colonial Office before consulting 
Berlin, but it is now impossible to do this. Mr. = 
Matheson, of the Colonial Office, tells me that his 
Secretary of State has directed him to write a paper of 
the whole question of the legal quota for Germany and 
that he cannot commit his Department until that paper 
is approved. It seems best, therefore, to send the | 
attached telegram, in which the Colonial Office concur, 
leaving the concurrence of both Berlin and the Colonial 
Office still to be secured. 


If @ither side appear reluctant to agree, I suggest 
that we should take the matter up strongly again with 
them. I don't think the Colonial Office have much | 
locus standi on the distribution of the quota in Germany 


and Berlin must in the last resort accept our directive. 


in this matter. 


B.U. May 2Oth. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


So 


While I sympathise with Mr. Beith's 


view, I prefer the telegram as at present 


drafted. I think we risk putting ourselves 
in.an awkward position if we try and limit 


the extension of our quota to the French 
-ZOne only. ‘The French do not. ask for it, - 
~and it may be that they would prefer to have 
| the U.S. Zone included to forestall any 
“pressure that might be put on them by the | 
U.S. Government or by unofficial bodies like — 


the A. J.D. C. . . 
I should have thought too that it was 


| hardly worth offering a handle for U.S. 


criticism for the Sake of such a small 
total quota, when extension would give us 


& talking point with the Americans as well. — 
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dr. Duff Cooper. D. 6.00 pem. 25th April 1947. 


Noe 321 Re 909 Delile 25th April 1947.» 
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25th April 1947. 
vvyv 
Tiuidt DI aT 
Your telegram No. 571. 
| | | Lb 
Jewish illegal immigration. 


Following is substance of note dated 24th April 
received from Acting :linister for Foreign Affairs in 
reply to our note of 2ist ijarch. 


a) France has always implemented international 
convention on safety of life at sea where vessels have 
left in a regular manner. Some vessels, however, 
(e.g San Dimitrio) have eubarked passengers 
irregularly and some (e.g. Ulua) have secretly picked 
u additional passengers after inspection in France. 


b) French Governuent will strengthen control 
provided for in 1929 Convention, and will draw 
attention of Governuents whose flags these ships fly, 
to the obligation of French Government to ensure strict 
carrying out of French law of 15th June 1933 and thus 
strengthen control of passengers’ securi ty. 
Consequently.captains of all ships of nations having 
signed Convention will have to present to French > 
authorities security certificates called for by Article 
4. Vessels of signatory nations will be insvected 
and instructions to this end have been given concerning 
the archangelos, President Warfield and anal. 


2, prefects arc being instructed not to give French 
British visas on collective passports pefore llinistry 
of Foreign Affairs and Nmbassies and Legations 
concerned have checked validity of visas of ultimate 


destination. 


3, Before considering weans of returning whence they 
cane, foreigners having entered France illegally the 
French Government reyuires to make sure that 
territories concerned (ma Westerm Zones of Germany 
and of Austria) will ake tem pack. 
ee Ne 
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v, Map 


Prench Government 
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Be 


; therefore request guarantee from His ilajesty's 


Governuent that British authorities in Germany 

will take such people back into British Zone. 
Similar request has been made to United States 

Government. French euthorities in Germany and 
Austria will be approached. _ 


| 4. French Government would be glad if His 


ilajesty's Government would apply quota of 

immigration into Palestine in such a way that 
Foreigners at present residing in Germany and 
Austria receive visas in numbers proportionate 
to total number of would-be emigrants in each 


ZONE « 


Se Above arrangements will be applied to all 
foreigners in France without distinction. — 


6. My comments will follow in separate telegram 
and text goes to you by bag. 
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Your tel. No. 321 fof April 25th: 
Jewish illegal immigration/ para | @) . 
bend Say inok wed 


he French authorities the 
Safety of Life at Sea Convention in the case 
of the nquaratant ch apparently loaded 
2,500 passengers quite openly at sate? 
Please report what visas were held by the 


passengers. 


2. # As regards your paragraph 2. phn cneuaa 


ous te : 
eeeeeis sh that the Ministry of Foreign 
Him, Embany 


Affairs will check up with row as we. 


with the representative of the country of 


ultimate destination on the validity of’. the , 


visas produced. by departing groups of Jews. 


: 3. We propose to send chmeemem four 
| experts. to attend the discussions with the 
French authorities which M. Bousquet has. 


: agreed to hold. ‘There would be ~~ 


7 representativesor the Colonial Office, @& 


| the Government of Palestine, the Foreign 


offtee/ 


Ea 


“NN 


p:aDuaLsafay 


WOOHO “291440 040938 JITAd IHL 4O LHDIYAdOD 


Sf 


& 


ror 


bee tk elngenace anthonk f 


Office and ease let 


us know as soon as possible on. what date 


discussions could open. Our experts: 


Ce 


“re 


MARGIN. 


THIS 


IN| 


iW 
E 
_- 
tt 
a) 
Oo 


NOTHING | 


NOONOT ‘391440 GY0D38 JIWAd FHL 4O LHDIYAKOD 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


as 
< 
. 


IN| THIS MARGIN. 


stag Wt. 26469/137 50m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


Registry 
No. E 3480/48/31 


Fep-Geuret. 


Secret. 


“Repeat to s—. 


od 


Vek) 


Cypher. 


"Distribution -cako 


Illegal Immi- 
gration Dist. 
|bo be cawved mh by 
|E€ .Our. | 


i 


Coptes to :— 


S May — -:194.7. 


Pia 


Despgtched c: Le | M. 
Ive pb VTE 


spate 
emir etree tt P 
' 
2 


“You will be aware that we havé been 
discussing with the French authorities ways 
and means of controlling the flow of Jewish 
illegal immigrants to Paieattne tnroueh 
France. ‘©The French authorities have asked 
us, in return for ingreased co-operation 
on their side, ‘to five them the following 
assurances:- > 

(a) that the British Zones oF Germany and 
Austria will take pack; foreigners 
entering Fran¢ge illegally from those 


territories; 


| 1 f : 
that 1.M.G. will apply the j/quota of - 
nN su ae i 


immigration into Palestine 
way Hat foreigners at present residing — 
in Germany and Austria receive visas | 
in numbers proportionate to the total 
ney of would-be emigrants in each 
Zones 
2, At first examination, the French 
Pshooatavaascae to be reasonable and I would 
propose to return a favourable answer to them 
in view of the importance which we attach to 
securing French co-operation in this matter. 
¥e recognise that sb), will mean that the 
major part of the small quota for Palestine 
will go to the American Zone, but the 
numbers are «small in any case sees there 


seems much to be said for adhering to” the 


| principle of fair distribution. 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on. ] 
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(fo Political Adviser to Comeander—in-Jhief, Sermany). 


“oa. 1898 Dt 5.30 pele Sth Hay, 1947 
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Repeated to yaris No. 730. 


Oxvabstafoke 


You. will be aware that we have been discussing with 
the French authorities ways and means of controlling the 
flow of Jewish illegal imal, ants to Palestine througl 
France. The French authorities have asked us in return 
for increased co-operation on their side, to give them 
the following assurances:- 


(a) that the British cones of Germany an 
Austria will take back foreimers entering ‘rance 
illegally from those territ cries} 


(b) that His | lajesty's Government will apply 
the & aonthly quota of immigration into falestine for 
Germany in such a way that foreigners at present 
residing in Germany and Austria receive visas in 
mambers proportionate to the total number of would- 
be emigrants in each cons. 


3 At first exemination, the french requests 
appear to be reagonsble and I would propose to return a 
favourable answer to them in view of the importance which 
we attach to securing Prench co-operation in this matter. 
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mall quota for Palestine will go to the Auerican 
‘put the numbers are seal dn any Gase and Shere | 
secas much to be seid for adhering te the principle 6 
fair distribution. | 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2. 
FROM PARTS TO FOREIGN OFFICH. 


ifr. Duff Cooper. De 10.9 Delle ooth April 1947. 


25th April 1947. 


RESTRICTED. — 


ee eee 7 
My telegram No. S21, PUY? 


Illegal Jewish immigration, 


You will see that note makes no reference to 
reduction of quota, control of ships leaving in 
ballast or refusal of oil bunkers. These were either 
refused by Council of Ministers or (in case of last 
mentioned) not put up by idinistry on the ground that it 
had ne chance of acceptance. Nor does note speak 
of holding discussions with us. 


2. Ministry of Foreign Affairs have however agreed 

to discuss matter with us and to consider any proposals 
we wish to press. They suggested that this question 
should also be discussed with our Delegation to the 
talks on displaced persons which are to be held here 

on 28th and 29th April. 


5. MM. Bousquet made it very clear to His ilajesty's 
ilinister that if we were to get anything more out of the 
French Government on this subject it would depend on our 
own-willingness to discuss in a sympathetic manner French 
roposal for emigration of German labour from Germany. 
(see my immediately following telegram). This matter 
was vital for France and Ministry felt justified in 
appealing to spirit of alliance for a fair hearing from 
us just as we had dene in respect of Jews. Minister for 
Foreign Affairs was in a minority in the Cabinet in 


. desiring to meet us and needed some more ammunition with 


which to persuade his colleagues to reconsider it. 


4. Although this form of reasoning may not altogether 
appeal to you I would draw your attention to the useful 
concessions which French Government have made especially 
in agreeing to check the authenticity of collective 
visas. It is also certain that Acting Minister for 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should he 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on, 
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Following for Minister of State fron Ashley oy Clarke. 
Illegal Jewish innigration. | i 


Many thanks for your message. Ambassador has been. 
away sick for some weeks but I nave been prvés ing | 
French Government hard in his absence. You will see 
present position fron’ ny telegrans Nos. S21 and 524. 


2. French Governuent have made an effort to meet 
us and I have sone oI e ie in discussion we way nake 
further progress. you will know from our earlier 
Sees te G: is stidr opposition 3 the ter be oe Socialist 
menbers o Government. | poke stron 
Prime Minister hinself (who ca a eo Socieli af)" nen he he 
dined to meet the Lord President on 2lst April. 
I found hin sonewhat unresponsive. — 


5, I eam glad that Secretary of State, bas!.authorised 
discussion of French proposal for enigration of German 
labour since this will help to create favourable 
atncsenere for further discussion of Jewish problens. 
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Cypher /OTP | 


FROM TUNIS TO ALGIERS 
His Majesty's Consul-General | 
No. 7 De Zel5 pom. April 25th,1947. 
April 25th,1947. Re 11015 pm. April 25th,1947. 


Repeated to FOREIGN OFFICE No. 25 (for east tbe to 
| alta 


$8S8S 


British Vice. Consul Sfax learns from reliable 
source that 120 Jews are leaving Sfax for Algiers where 
they expect to embark shortly for Palestine. 


2, Foreign Office please transmit to Beeswing 
Malta. | | 


[Copies sent to Telegraph See eay Colonial 
OfPice for repetition to Malta 


[Copy sent to Middle East secretariat} 
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(Minutes.) 


The Lord Chancellor made it clear that his 
opinion concerned only the legal aspect of this 
case and that he assumed that a final decision 
regarding the actual arrest and diversion of illegal 
immigrant ships with the consent of the flag 
would have to be taken by the Cebinet. 


state 


2s Before the matter goes to the Cabinet, Mr. 

Beckett may care to consider the point raised at 

the meeting in the Lord Chancellor's room whether 

the oral assurance given by the Honduranian M.r.A. 
that his Government would not object to the inter- 
cention of vessels under the Honduranian flag. suspected 
of being involved in the illegal inmigrant traffic, 
(see E.2879/U8/G) ug a cubhiiccak baa Gus atti 
Ore When bur repreermAbahwres Prrauh be to to 


Setar Wyten anretment un Gredlr CnA1G, 


as CNA 
J. Gasper Berth ; 
(29th April, 1947. 
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Minutes. 


cp | Ye. 


Eastern Department. 


Tllegal Immigration into Palestine. 


At a meeting in his room this afternoon at 
which the Admiralty and the Colonial Office as 
well as the Foreign Office were represented, the 
Lord Chancellor expressed the opinion that, on 
the legal issues involved, H.M.G. should be safe 
against successful claims, if the Royal Navy seized 
a foreign ship on the high seas in the Mediterranem™® 
carrying illegal immigrants to Palestine, provided 
that the consent of the flag state had been 
obtained. The essential thing was that we should 
ibe able to prove that the flag State had given a 
consent which covered the seizure in the particular 
case. It was not necessary that there Should be 
a treaty or even letters or exchanges of notes, 
but we must be confident that, if the matter were 
questioned afterwards, we could prove that the 
flag state had in fact consented to that seizure. 
So far as international governmental claims were 
concerned, the flag state was entitled, under 
international law, to Seize its own ships on the 
high seas, and, by consenting to H.M.G. seizing 
the ship, the flag state put H.M.G. in its own 
position as regards this particular seizure. So 
far aS private claims brought in the courts of 
this country were. concerned, the defence of "act 
of state" should be Successful, Seeing that the 
act complained of would have been done outside 
British territory and in relation to persons who 
were not British subjects. Ships which had been 
removed from their registry should not be Seized 
and we should cease urging governments to take 
these ships off their registers. 
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25th April, 1947. 
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Illegal Immigration into Palestine. 139 
@GiAPK Wal 
At a meeting in his room this afternoon at 
which the Admiralty and the Golonial Office as 
well as the foreign Office were represented, the 
Lord Chancellor expressed the, opinion that, se 
ude” SSadenned 


pn Jhe| femmes legal issues , H.M.G. should 


be safe against- 3 

successful claims,if the Royal Navy seizeda 
foreign ship on the high seas in the Mediterranean 
carrying illegal immigrants to Palestine, 
provided that the consent of the flag state had 
been obtained. The essential thing was that we 
ghould be able to prove that the flag state had 
given a consent which .covered the seizure in the 
particular case. It was not necessary that 
there should be a treaty or even letters or 
exchanges of notes, but we must be confident that, 
if the matter were questioned afterwards, we 
could prove that the flag state had in fact 
consented to that seizure. So far as 
international governmental claims were concerned, 
the flag state was entitled, under international 
law, to seize its own ships on the high seas, 
and, by consenting to H.M.G. seizing the ship, 
the flag state put H.M.G. in its own position 

as regards this particular seizure. So far as 
private claims brought in the courts of this 

- country were concerned, the defence of oe Pas 
state’ should be successful, seeing that the 

act complained of would have been done outside 
British territory and*in relation to persons who 
were not British subjects. 


25th April, 1947. 
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\senten illegal inmigration]. 


“We ma ay aecide to. take advantage of 


7 | ene. offer made by the Minister for 
240" ‘\Foreign affairs (paragraph 1 of your | 
|tetegran) and | 

|to have. * } 
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| send the Minister a. ‘copy. for his 
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PALESTINE - ILLEGAL 
(Previous Reference: win. 1 


THE COMMITTEE took note of a letter Prom the 
Colonial Office agreeing that the responsibility for 
representing to the Ministry of Transport the case for 
the provision of ships for the transfer of illegal 
immigrants to Cyprus should be the responsibility of 
the Colonial Office, and giving an outline of tne 


cae) 
present position. 
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In anticipation of instructions the War Office, in 
consultation with the Admiralty, have been invited to examine and 
report on a telegratt from the Comnanders-in-Chief, Middle Hast, 
reporting that the present Avnileable lift was inndequate for the 


transportation of illegal immigrants to Cyprus and that further 
shipping was therefore - Poecent ial. 
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immigrant ships whose flag state has agreed to inter— 
ception whenever the Naval Authorities on the spot 
are ably. to do so? Or would you prefer the matter 

to be considered ags.in by the Cabinet. 


5. The matter is one of some urgency, as should 
the proposal be approved, there is an exceptionally 
large immigrant ship, the PRESIDENT WARFIELD, which 
t is possible (though by no means certain) we may 


6. Iam sending copies of this minute to Jowitt, | 


Alexander, Bevin and Creech Jones. 
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22nd April 1947 


eretariat, 

We enclose herein a story published in 
the newspaper “P.M. on April 20th by a member 
of the crew of the "BEN HECHT". You will see 
thet @ number of allegations are made. against 
British troops, both on the ship itself and in 
‘Cyprus. This story may be brought up fron 
time ‘te time and any material whieh you could 
let us have refuting these accusations wou: a 
“pe most helpful. 

We are sending a copy of this letter to 
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the Rastern Department, Foreign Office. - 


sets / re 


Yours ever : 


Secretariat | 
‘Office of tne High Commissioner 
_for. the United Kingdom, 


22nd April 1947 


ear ‘secretariat ; 
We enclose herein a story published ‘ta 


the newspaper “p,M,* on April 20th by @ member — 


of the erew of the “EER HECHT". You. will see 
thet a number of allegations are made against 
British troops, both on the ship. iteelf and ino 


This story may be. prought up , from 


p:9IUaLa fay 


Cyprus. 
time te time and any material waioh you could 


det us have refuting ‘these accusetions would — 
ve most helpf: ‘ale | | 
Ve are sending a copy. of this Letter to 
resents Foreign office. | 
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‘Ben Hecht? Purser Poses as 


Refugee, 


Marvin LizBMAN | 
(Liebman, 24-year-old Brook- 
lynite, was a member of the crew 
of the refugee ship Ben H echt 
f intercepted recently off Palestine 


ogi Si CO 


by the British. He is a graduate 
of New Utrecht High School and 
attended New York University’s 
School of Education, served with 
the Army Air Corps in Italy and 
Africa for two and a half years, 


_ is now a free lance writer but 


hopes to continue with repatria- 
tion work). 
I have jsst returned from 
Cyprus. 
I spent nearly four weeks 
in.a Birtish concentration 
camp as, in British terminology, an 


‘| “illegal Jewish immigrant.” I lived 
as one of these immigrants, and ex- 


perienced thier fears and hopes, 
their defeats and their triumphs. 

I saw the mask of diplomacy and 
“correctness” stripped from the 
British to replaced by something 


\ that was startingly like the face of 


the people the refugees had been 
fighting only two years before. 

- For me the story started in Octo- 
ber of last year when my mother 


‘received a letter from the only per- 


son who escaped the slaughter of 
the Jewish population of her home 
town in Poland. The letter de- 
scribed‘ vividly how my aunts an 
uncles, in addition to hundreds of 


others Jews from that vicinity, were 
. ere 


= ns Pr se cypress 


4|the pregnant women on board be- 
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made to dig their own graves and 
then were buried alive in them. 
There was one line in his letter 
that I won’t forget. He wrote, “The 
earth of Europe burns our feet.” 


I felt I had to do something con- 
structive, something active. I went 
up to the American League For A 
Free Palestine and asked to be as- 
signed to one of their ships en- 
gaged in transporting Jews from 
Europe to Palestine. I was as- 
signed as purser on the Ben Hecht. 


They Stood Straight, 
Their Eyes Shining 

I had pictured these refugees as 
tired, old, and afraid. The first time 
I saw them I learned differently. 
We were at a port in southern 
Europe. On a brutally cold day 
toward the end of February the 
refugees arrived. They were 
grouped together, waiting to board 
the ship. They stood straight, their 
eyes shining with courage and faith 
in the future. © 

The ship was crowded and un- 
comfortable. We carried about 650 
passengers. The crowded _condi- 


d|tions, the discomfort didn’t seem 


to matter to the people. They were 
happy. There was singing. | 


Spotted by ~ 


| British Planes 


On March 9, at 9 am., one of 


| gan to have labor pains. A space 
‘|| was cleared for her on the crowded 
\| deck. She lay flat on her back, the 
'\| sun beating down on her face. One 
‘|| of the doctors on the ship, a pas- 
4) senger, stood over her, waiting. At 


10 am. two British warplanes 


4| zoomed. over us. We were spotted! 


raised their fists at the planes, . 
: q|never saw them again. There was 


The passengers ran to the rails and 


weeping helpless tears of rage an 
disappointment. | 

At 11 a.m. two British destroyers 
came up and flanked our ship on 
both sides. We were 50 miles off 


1! the coast of Palestine. The British 


ships called to us over their loud- 


|| speakers: “We know you are carry- 


ing illegal immigrants. If you try 
to resist us we will not hesitate to 
use our guns.” — | 


Ship Tries to Make 
A Run for It 


We had only one chance in a 


‘| million to get away, but we tried 


it. We headed towards the coast of 
E.lestine, planning to stgy in inter- 


:} national waters until night came, 


and then, under cover of: darkness, 


| make a run for the coast. 


At 4:30 p.m.; 13 miles off Pales- 
tine, still in international waters, 


the two aetovers caught us in a 
| vise. About a 


undred Royal Ma- 
rines, armed with machine guns, 
hand grenades, tear gas” bombs, 


;| bayonets and lead-tipped clubs, 
s;| jumped over our rails. Some 


Car- 


Tells of Life on Cyprus 


leveled machine guns. The people |: 


sat silently, staring their hatred at 
the soldiers. Finally, the silence was 
broken by a man who could speak 


a little English. He went up to the |‘ 
soldiers and said one word: “Why?” |; 
He was answered with a club to|: 


his head. 


The people rose up as one and|; 
heade dtoward the soldiers. For a}: 
moment J thought that the British |: 
would fire. A young man, who}: 
fought as a partisan in the forests |: 
of Poland and Russia, shouted, “Not |: 
yet! Our day will come to fight. |: 
Wait until we have guns such as}: 
they. Our day will come, and we|' 
will not forget!” Thé people fell}; 


back and were silent once more. 


Soldiers Use Clubs 
To Keep Lines Moving 


At 7:30 that night we arrived in |! 
Haifa. Those who were to disem-}' 
bark first were allowed on deck. |: 

I saw several hundred: British |. 
soldiers on the dock waiting for |. 
us. When the soldiers came on|. 
board to remove the passengers, | : 
each of the refugees began to re-|. | 


sist, silently. . 
Two British soldiers, of the Red 


Devil Commando division came up | * 
to me, said: “Get moving, you Jew!” | : 
I ‘sat there. I was clubbed over | : 


the head and shoulders and car- 
ried down the gangway and thrown 
to the dock. We were forced to go 
through two lanes of British soldiers 


with the aid- of their clubs. I was i 


shoved into a long tent and ordered 
to strip. I was sprayed with DDT. 


Lend-Lease Ship 
Used in Deportations 


All my valuables, a watch, foun- 
tain pen, and money were taken 
fro mme. No receipt was given. I 


an old man next to me. He had a 
bushy gray beard, and in his arms 
he held his prayer book and prayer 


shawl. An English soldier grabbed | 
them from his hands and threw}{ 
tem to the ground. When the old}: 
man stopped to pick them up, he}; 


was hit on the back and pushed 
along. | 

We were shoved out of the tent 
and onto the British ship, the Em- 
pire. Rival, an American Liberty 


{ship given to the British under 


lend-lease. We entered a large wire 
cage and were pushed down a 
flight of steep iron stairs to the hold 
below. There were approximately 


200 crowded into the room. 4 


Arrival in Cyprus, 


|Behind Barbed Wire 


We were forced to stand, as 
there was no room to sit. There 


was absolutely no ventilation. It}} 


was stifling hot. We stood in this 
room for two nights and a day. 


Hard biscuits were thrown down § “ 


to us twice during the voyage, and 
weak tea was distributed once. 
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‘.. road to cheer their team. — 


' ing-them back to the camp. The 
' children refused to move. More 
came into the crowd until there}: 
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To Cyprus 


wire, was a prisoner of war camp, |: 
populated by captured German SS], 
men. These men are used by the|! . 
British to build the camps.: They | 
are good workers, having had plen- |; 
ty of experience in the building of |: 
concentration camps. As we drove }: 
in on the trucks, the Nazis laughed |; 


and shouted to us, taunting us. 


My camp had about 3000 peo- jj 
ple in it. We lived in tin quonset |; 
huts, There were. only enough cots |} 
for half of us. The rest slept on the |’ 
ground, There was a kitchen for |’ 
every 250 persons. The British }; 
gave us the food, and we prepared | 


it ourselves. In the morning we ha 


thin oatmeal without milk. For]; 
lunch there were potatoes. In the |; 
evening we ate black bread and/: 
weak tea. Two times a week we|: 


had an orange apiece. 


Tanks Drive Through 


| Massed Children 1? 

On Wednesday, Mar. 12, an in-}, 
cident occurred that should be}: 
told. I was there when it happen-|; 
ed. Once a day the people are al-|: 
_Jowed to cross a road, guarded by |' 
- barbed wire and armed British sol- |. 
soldiers, to visit each others camps. |' 
'> On this day, about 50 young-| 
" \ sters, mostly under the age of 15,} 
_. went from my camp to the other] 


camp to watch a soccer game be-| 


‘tween their team and the team] 


from the other camp. Our cam 
won, At 4 p.m., still flushed wi 


| victory, the youngsters returned. 


They stopped in the middle of the 


Several British soldiers went into 
the crowd, clubs swinging, order- 


were about 200 in all. Three Brit- 
ish heavy tanks came up and rode 
through the massed children, driv- 
ing them back to the camp. Sev- 
eral were injured, and one little 
boy had his foot crushed under 
the treads of a tank. 

The children formed ‘themselves 


ed to throw rocks at the tanks. | 
Tear gas was thrown in to us. I; 
saw several boys pick up the white- | 
hot tear gas bombs and throw them | 
back at the British. 


‘We Want Only to 
Go to Palestine’ 


An order was given to fire. I} 
heard the bullets and thought they |} 
were being fired over our heads as |i 
a warning An eight-year-old girl, |; 
standing about three feet from me, ff 


bent over, and I saw blood spread 


- over her chest. They were firing f 
’ right into us. In all, five children |f 
"were shot. The little girl died in a}? 
» hospital two days later. a 
In all, I staged on Cyprus with (f 
these people for three weeks. At 
the end of this time I declared my- |; 
self to be an American citizen. Aft- |; 
er a week of delay I was allowed /;; 


to leave. 
The people from my ship were 
yathered around 


2 Na RRS ee oT SealD see e 


Tete A at TT aN ME TRe ama STOO wah 


t 


behind the barbed wire and start- | 
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Marvin LIEBMAN _ 

4-year-old Brook- 

mber of the crew 
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ly off Palestine 
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of the refugee 
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pect 


by the British. He is a gradua 
of New Utrecht High School pie! 
attended New York University’s 
School of Education, served with 
the Army Air Corps in Italy and 
Africa for two and a half years, 

is now a free lance writer but 

| hopes to_ continue with repatria- 
.tion work). 


I have jsst returned from 
Cyprus, 

I spent nearly four weeks 
) ' ina Birtish concentration 
,| camp as, in British terminology, an 
_| “illegal Jewish immigrant.” | lived 
[as one of these immigrants, and ex- 
| perienced thier 
|their defeats and their triumphs. 


__ saw the mask of diplomacy and 
correctness” stripped from the 
| British to replaced. by something 
| that was startingly like the face of 
| the people the refugees had been 
fighting only two vears before, 

~ For me the story started in Octo- 
ber of last year when my mother 
received a letter from the only per- 
son who escaped the slaughter of 
| the Jewish population of her home 
town in Poland. The letter de- 
scribed‘ vividly how my aunts and 
juncles, in addition to hundreds of 
others Jews from that vicinity, were 


fears and hopes, 


ie . 
f 


made to dig their own graves and 


then were buried alive in them. 
There was one line in his letter 
that I won't forget. He wrote, “The 
earth of Europe burns our feet.” 
I felt I had to do something con- 
structive, something active. I went 
up to the American League For A 
Free Palestine and asked to be as- 
signed to one of their ships en- 
gaged in transporting Jews from 
Europe to Palestine. I was as- 
signed as purser on the Ben Hecht. 
They Stood Straight, 
Their Eyes Shining 
I had pictured these refugees as 
tired, old, and afraid. The first time 
I saw them I learned differently. 
We were at a port in southern 
Europe. On a brutally cold day 
toward the end of February the 
refugees arrived. They were 
ay ae together, waiting to board 
e ship. They stood straight, their 
eyes shining with courage and faith 
in the future. © | 
The ship was crowded and un- 


comfortable. We carried about 650 


passengers. The crowded _ condi- 
tions, the discomfort didn’t seem 
to matter to the people. They were 
happy. There was singing. 


Spotted by ~ 


British Planes 


On March 9, at 9 a.m., one of 


{| the pregnant women on board be- 


gan to have labor pains. A space 
was cleared for her on the crowded 
deck. She lay flat on her back, the 
sun beating down on her face. One 
of the doctors on the ship, a pas- 
senger, stood over her, waiting. At 
10 am. two British warplanes 
zoomed. over us. We were spotted! 
The passengers ran to the rails and 
raised their fists at the planes, 
weeping helpless tears of rage and 
disappointment. 

At 11 a.m. two British destroyers 
came up and flanked our ship on 
both sides. We were 50 miles off 
the coast of Palestine. The British 
ships called to us over their loud- 
speakers: “We know you are carry- 
ing illegal immigrants. If you try 


\| to resist us we will not hesitate to 
|| use our guns.” | 


| Ship Tries to Make 


| A Run for It 


(} million to 


We had only one chance in a 
et away, but we tried 
it. We headed towards the coast of 
E:lestine, planning to stay in inter- 


| national waters until night came, 
i | and then, under cover of darkness, 
4 | make a run for the coast. , 


| At 4:30 p.m.; 18 miles off Pales- 


4! tine, still in international waters, 
4| the two destroyers caught us in a 


| vise. About a 
Wjrines, armed 


undred Royal Ma- 
with machine guns, 


'|hand’ grenades, tear gas bombs, 
| bayonets and lead-tipped clubs, 
{| jumped over our rails. Some car- 


“| ried 


, ae 


high .pressure water hoses. 
With the aid of the clubs, which 
were used indiscriminately on men, 
women, and children, we were 
herded below decks. ' | | 

I heard the doctor shout that the 
pregnant woman could not be 
moved. I saw the British play the 
water on her until she was forced 


|to crawl on her hands and knees 


below the deck. | 


_ Over 100 of us were crowded 
into a small room of the ship. Three 


British, soldiers watched us with 


> 


leveled machine guns. The people | ¢ 
sat silently, staring their hatred at)? 


the soldiers. Finally, the silence was 


broken by a man who could speak i 


a little English. He went up to the 


soldiers and said one word: “Why?” | «. 
He was answered with a club to]: 


his head. | ; 
The people rose up as one and 


heade dtoward the soidiers. For a " 
moment I thought that the British | |) 
would fire. A young man, who|!} 


fought as a partisan in the forests 
of Poland and Russia, shouted, “Not 


yet! Our day will come to fight. |! : 
Wait until we have guns such as}; } 


ek Our day will come, and we 
will not forget!” Thé people fell 
back and were silent once more. 


Soldiers Use Clubs 
To Keep Lines Moving 


us. When the soldiers came on 
board to remove the passengers, 


each of the refugees began to re-|. | 


sist, silently. . 
Two British soldiers, of the Red 


Devil Commando division came up | : 
to me, said: “Get moving, you Jew!” |: 
- from the other camp. Our cam 
| won, At 4 p.m., still flushed wi 
‘| victory, the youngsters returned. 
| They stopped in the middle of the 
' . road to cheer their team. © 
with the aid- of their clubs. I was|c | 
shoved into a long tent and ordered | ° 
' ing them 
,' children refused to move. More | 


I ‘sat there. I was clubbed over 
the head and shoulders and car- 
ried down the gangway and thrown 


{to the dock. We were forced to go 


through two lanes of British soldiers 


to strip. I was sprayed with DDT. 


Lend-Lease Ship 
Used in Deportations 


All my valuables, a watch, foun- } |, 
tain pen, and money were taken}! 
fro mme. No receipt was given. I}; 
never saw them again. There was |} 
an old man next to me. He had a |; 
bushy gray beard, and in his arms || 
he held his prayer book and prayer |, 
shawl. An English soldier grabbed | 
them from his hands and threw |§ 


tem to the ety When the old 
man stopped to pick them up, he 
was hit on the back and pushed 
along. | 

We were shoved out of the tent 
and onto the British ship, the Em- 
pire Rival, an American Liberty 


-|ship given to the British under 
lend-lease. We entered a large wire |} 
down a}j 
flight of steep iron stairs to the hold |§ 
below. There were approximately || 
200 crowded into the room. 14 


cage and were pushed 


Arrival in Cyprus, 
Behind Barbed Wire 
We were forced to stand, as 


there was no room to sit. There 
was absolutely no ventilation. It 


room for two nights and a day. 


Hard biscuits were thrown down | 


to us twice during the voyage, and 
weak tea was distributed once. 

At 10 a.m., on Mar. 11, we ar- 
rived in Cyprus. We were loaded 
onto trucks and headed .towards 
our new. home, Special Camp No. 
66, Cyprus. On the way I saw the 
Greek natives of Cyprus calling to 
us, Later I learned that they cried, 
“Death to the British Empire!” 

And so we arrived to start our 
new lives behind British barbed 
wire, Situated -right next to our 


camp, separated (MORE > 


only by barbed 


\ 


a 


pe 


F saw several boys pick up the white- |, 


« 


1 ©6these 
was stifling hot. We stood in this} 


as gh. 
wire, was a prisoner of war camp, |. 
populated by captured German SS |. 
men. These men are used by the}. 
British to build the camps. They | 
are good workers, having had plen- |: 
ty of experience in the building of |: 
concentration camps. As we drove 
in on the trucks, the Nazis laughed |. 
and shouted to us, taunting us. |. 

My camp had about 3000 peo- |: 
ple in it. We lived in tin quonset} 
huts, There were only enough cots | 
for half of us. The rest slept on the }: 
ground, There was a kitchen for |. 
every 250 persons. The British |; 
gave us the food, and we prepared |! 
it ourselves. In the morning we had |} 
thin oatmeal without milk. For |! 
lunch there were potatoes. In the |; 
evening we ate black bread and |} 


' weak tea. Two times a week we}; 


had an orange apiece. 


Tanks Drive Through 


7 || Massed Children ae 
At 7:30 that night we arrived in |! 
Haifa. Those who were to disem- |: 
bark first were allowed on deck. |: 
I saw several hundred: British |. 
soldiers on the dock waiting for] 


On Wednesday, Mar. 12, an in- : 


| cident occurred that should be 


told. I was there when it happen- 


ed. Once a day the people are al- 


lowed to cross a road, guarded by 
barbed wire and armed British sol- 
soldiers, to visit each cthers camps. 


On this day, about 50 young-| 


- sters, mostly under the age of 15, | 
went from my camp to the other | 
camp to watch a soccer game be- 


tween their team and the team} 


Se ght pa EPRE MAES I 


Several British soldiers went into 
the crowd, clubs swinging, order-|. 
back to the camp. The |} 


came into the crowd until there} 
were about 200 in all. Three Brit- | 
ish heavy tanks came up and rode}: 
through the massed children, driv- | 
ing them back to the camp. Sev- | 
eral were injured, and one little | 
boy had his foot crushed under |; 
the treads of a tank. 

The children formed ‘themselves | 
behind the barbed wire and sfart-| 
ed to throw rocks at the tanks. 


fi 
1 


Tear gas was thrown in to us. | 


hot tear gas bombs and throw them 
back at the British. 
‘We Want Only to 
Go to Palestine’ i 
An order was given to fire. I}h 
heard the bullets and thought they | 
were being fired over our heads as | 
a warning An eight-year-old girl, fi 
standing about three feet from me, yj 
bent over, and I saw blood spread [i 
over her chest. They were firing ff 
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~ right into us. In all, five children \j 
_ were shot. The little girl died in a /® 


hospital two days later. u 
In all, I staged on Cyprus with j 
le for three week 


The peop 
gathered around 
me farewell. A committee of three 
came up to me to speak for the 
rest. They shook my hand and 
kissed me. 

“Tell them in America of what 
you .saw,” they said. “Tell them 
that we appreciate the clothes, and 
the food, and the money they have 
sent us in the past, but tell them 
that we don’t want these things. We 
want only to go to Eretz, to Pales- 


tine. That is our life.” 
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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION, 


EUROPEAN REGIONAL OFFICE, 


11, PORTLAND PLACE, 
LONDON, W.1. 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL. 


In the absence of Sir Humfrey it falls to me to answer your 
letter to him of 16th April concerning the care of Jewish refugees 


inf Italy. 


I should say that this subject was discussed at length in 
Rome on 7th April between H.M. Ambassador and Sir George Rendel 
on the one side and the Director General, Sir Humfrey, the U.N.R RA. 
Chief of Mission in Italy and myself on the other. | 


As was explained to Sir Noel Charles the Administration, under 
its present directives, which have been laid before the Central 
Committee and the Council, accepts for care and maintenance refugees 
of Jewish faith although these may have left their country of origin 
at a date subsequent to the cessation of hostilities. The res- 
ponsibility for the control of movement of such refugees between 
different countries, however, lies, not with the Administration but 
with the Governments of the territories whose frontiers they may 
cross, or in the case of occupied territories, of the Allied Military 


Authorities. 


Sir Noel Charles was informed that the Administration would be 
grateful for evidence of assistance given by representatives of 
U.N.R.ReA. in encouraging the movement of Jewish illegal immigrants 
to Palestine and I understand that the U.N.R.R.A. Chief of Mission 
in Italy is now awaiting the information which Sir Noel has 
undertaken to provide. 


Sir Noel was further informed that, should the Italian Government 
institute a frontier control over displaced persons and refugees 
entering its territories, the Administration would be prepared to 
co-operate by reporting to the Italian authorities any displaced ( 
persons or refugees received in its camps who were not provided with 
the requisite Government entry or residence permits. It would be © 
for the Italian Government then to decide what action they wished to 
take regarding such categories. | | 


I should add that the difficulties of the Italian Government in 
this matter would be materially relieved if the Allied Military 
Authorities in the Zones contiguous to the Italian frontiers 
exercised a more stringent control over the movements to which you / 
refer. | 


The Right Hon. Hector McNeil, P.C., M.P., 
Minister of State, 

Foreign Office, 

SW. 
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76021 /46A/47 7 pare : 96 April, 1947. 


I understand from Fitzgerald that .you wished to 
have our views on the letter from British Embassy, . 
Athens of 21st February four reference E.1807/48/G) 
on the subject of nine Jews arrested by the Greek 
authorities from the ship "Ada", From the 
circumstances of that case and other information it 
appears that the Jews in question were in fact 
connected with the illegal immigration organisation 
and that considerable dismay was caused to their | 
friends and themselves. by the arrests. The "Ada" has 
long been suspect as a contact ship between the 
various illegal posts in the Mediterranean but has 
not itself attempted toland immigrants on the coast 
of Palestine. I understand from Scherr at M.I.5 
that nothing has been heard of its activities for the 
past months, and.-perhaps its owners: have taken fright 
after the arrests. | 


| It appears from the Embassy letter that there 
are no legal grounds in Greece for detaining the 
organisers of illegal immigration into Palestine 
who @&herwise commit no offence: and this position, 
which confronts us throughout Europe and America, 
must unfortunately be accepted. Also even if such 
& course were legally possible, we doubt if there 
would be any advantage in having Jews suspected 
prime facie of attempting to enter Palestine illegally 
anded over to us. Since our main concern is to 
. . _ /stop 


J-GeS. BEITH, ESQ. 
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stop the sailing of illegal immigrants ships from 
European ports, it might perhaps be best to cnnfine 
our representations to the Greek Government to 

the cases of suspect ships asking for the 
cancellation of their registry and if necessary a 
ban on their sailing, and to any suspicious movement 
of Jews in Greece that may occur. The fact that 

no illegal ship has sailed from a Greek port since 
the "Henriette Szold" in July 1946 and dismay caused 
by the "Ada" incident tend to show that the organisers 
of the traffic are turning their main efforts towards 
other countries than Greece. | 


(J.D. HIGHAM) 
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Secret. ; | 
| Dear Chancery, — 
, We are sorry not to have been able to 
{ reply before to your letter (op 46/49/47) 
| of the 21st February about Swish. illegal 
Chancery, : . 


Athens. | immigration to Palestine and;—in—partieurers 


jthe-subject-of the 9 Jews arrested by the 
Greek authorities from the ship "Ada". 
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| question were in fact connected with the 
illegal immigration ergenisation and that 


considerable dismay was caused to their 
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| friends and themselves by the arrests. The 
"Ada" has long been suspectem as a contact | 


ship between the various illegal posts in 


the Mediterranean, but has not itself beenrmacd | 
{ atimerted to land immigrants on the coast 
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| legal grounds in Greece for detaining the 
: TWr hole 
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This position, Which confronts us throughout 


Europe and America, must unfortunately be 


accepted. Even if such a course were legally 


possible, we doubt 7 there would be any. 
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sailing of illegal immigrant ships: from Europes. 
ports. We suggest, therefore, that your | 
representations to the Greek Government should 
bear upon suspect ships rather than individuals 
and should request the cancellation of Greek | 
‘registry (where"applicable). and the: prohibition 
of their sailing. : Our dfspatch Noe 290 of | 
tort.. Hoy contains detailed suggestions as to | eS a 
the legal basis of ‘Such representations. oe | 
The fact’ that no illegal ship has sailed from 
a Greek port since. the. "Henriette Szola" in 
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12th May, 1947. 
(E 3536/48/31 ) 


SECRET 


Dear Chancery, 


We are sorry not to have been able to reply 7 
before to your letter (L6/49/47) of the 21st February 
about Jewish illegal immigration to Palestine and the 
9 Jews arrested by the Greek authorities from the 
Bhip "Ada"... There seems no doubtthe Jews in question 
were in fact connected with the illegal immigration 
traffic and that considerable dismay was caused to 
their friends and themselves by the arrests. ‘The 
"Ada" has long been suspect as a contact ship between 
the various illegal posts in the Mediterranean, but 
has not itself been used to land immigrants on the 
coast of Palestine. We understand from a confidential 
source that nothing has been heard of her for several 
months; perhaps her owners have taken fright efter the 
arrests. : 


We quite appreciate that there are no legal 
grounds in Greece for detaining the organisers of 
their traffie who commit no Other offence. This 
‘position, which confronts us throughout Europe and 
America, must unfortunately be accepted. Even if 

. BSueh a course were legally possible, we doubt if 
there would be any advantage in having Jews who are 
Suspected prima facie of attempting illegally to enter 
Palestine handed over to us. 
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Our principal object is to prevent the sailing 
of illegal im igrant ships from European ports. We 
Suggest, therefore, that your representations to the 
Greek Government should bear upon suspecs ships 


rather/ 


The Chancery, | 
British Embassy, — 
Athens. 


rather than individuals and should request the 
cancellation of Greek registry (where applicable) 
and the prohibition of their sailing§.. Our 
despatch No. 280 of 10th May contains detailed 
suggestions as to the legal basis of such 
representations. The fact that no illegal ship 
has sailed from a Greek port since the "Henriette 
Szgolda" in July, 1946 tends to show that the 
organisers of the traffic are not. at present 
concentrating on Greece though they may be using 


a number of Greek ships. 


Yours ever, 


BASTERN DEPARTMENT. 
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76021/46A/47 | ee . 26 april, 1947. 


Dear Beith, 


Please refer to your letter B.2716/48/31 addressed 
to Ivimy, a copy of which was sent to me, and the : 
enclosed telegrams from His Majesty's Ambassador, Rome. 
In Ambassador's telegram No. 756 we notice that the 


Secretary General of the Italian Ministry of Foreign 


Affairs stated that the inadequacy of the Italian 
police force makes proper surveillance of Jewish 
illegal movements impossible. In these circumstances 
it may perhaps be of assistance if the Italian | | 


guthorities' attention were to be directed towards 


certain specific areas which are thought to be used 
for the traffic. I understand from Scherr at M.1I.5 


that Camps maintained for Jewish migrants at the 


following places are suspected on very good grounds of 
being staging or embarkation posts for::illegal 


immigrants: the Camps at Bari, Brindisi, Ostia, and 
Cinnicitta, near Civita Vecchia. , 


No doubt the existence of these Camps is already 


well known to the Italian authorities but a particularly 


close watch upon movements in them and the adjacent 
posts might perhaps hinder the illegal organisation's. 
plans for the summer months. 


The Italian authorities might also be urged, if 
you see no objection, to place under surveillance the 


ship "Vrissi" (ex-Lady Vagrant) of 440 G.R.T. which 


/is 
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is at present lying in Genoa Harbour under the 

Italian flag. This ship was recently sold to 
an Italian named Ravano, a colleague of 

D'Andrias, and is strongly suspect of being 


. destined for the illegal traffic. 


We would be grateful ‘to know bf your views 
on the possibility of taking useful action along 
the lines indicated above. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to Scherr 
at M.Ie5 and Dodds at the Admiralty. 


Yours sincerely, 


(J.D. HIGHAM) 
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| Dear Chancery, © 


Please refer to your telegram No. 756 in 


| which you reported that the Secretary General 


The Chancery, 
Rome. | 


of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs had 


‘| complained that the inadequacy of the Italian 


Potice Force made proper surveillance of Jewish 


| | illegal movements impossible. In these 


circumstances it Jorn eer be of assistance 
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Hastern Department 
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if the Italian authorities ‘attention were to be 


directed towards certain specific areas which 


lare thought to be used for the traffic. 


2, We have received information from a 
confidential source that camps maintained for 


Jewish immigrants at the following places are 


| suspected on very good grounds of being staging 


or embarkation costs for illegal gia ea 


| the campse_ss Bari, Brindisi, Ostia, and Cimghi.ct tt 


near Civitavecchia. Civ) TA VECCHIA . 


a No doubt the existence gr these camps 


jis already well known” f | Tan authorities 
gbut a particularly close watch upon movements in 


them and the adjacent posts might perhaps hinder 


the illegal organisations’ plans for the summer 
months, 


i. The Italian authorities might also be 


ae Vane wot atv fount fo 
urged, if you deowno—ostebitions to place under . 


surveillance the ship "Vrissi" (ex LADY VAGRANT) 


of 440 G.R.T. which is at present lying in. Genoa 


Harbour under the Italian flag. ‘This ship was 


recently sold to an Italian named Ravano, a 


icolleague of D'andriak, and is strongly suspected. 


of being destined for the illegal traffic. 
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(EB 3538/48/34 )- 5th May, 1947e 
SECRET _ 


The Chancery 
| B 


IMMEDIATE 


Dear Chancery, 


Please refer to your telegram No. 756 in which 
you reported that the Secretary General of the Italian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs had complained that the — 
inadequacy. of the Italian Police Force made proper 
surveillance of Jewish illegal movements impossible. 
Tn these circumstances it might perhaps be of assistance 
if the Italian authoritiest attention were to be directed 
towards certain specific areas which are thought to be 
used for the traffice _ : 


2e We have received information from a confidential source 
that camps maintained for Jewish imnigrants at the 
following places are suspected on very good grounds of 
being staging or embarkation posts for illegal immigrants: 
Bari, Brindisi, Ostia, and Cinnicitta near Civita Vecchia. 


3. No doubt the existence of these camps ig already well 
known to you and to the Italian authorities but a. 
particularly close watch upon movements in them and the 
adjacent posts might perhaps hinder the illegal organisations’ 


plans for the sumer monthse 


le The Italian: authorities might also be urged, if 
you have not already done so to place under surr®@illance the 


ship “Wrisei" (ex Lady Vagrant) of Lho GeReT. which is — 
‘his 


| present lying in Genoa Barbour under the Italian flag. 


ship was recently sold to an Italian named Ravano, 4 
colleague of D' Andria, and is strongly suspected of being 
destined for the illegal traffice “3  & 


be We are further informed that the Greek Consul in 
Rome, a certain Koen, ia implicated in the proposed attempt 
te. embark Jews on the "yrissi". We would be grateful if you 
would investigate the alleged complicity of Koete 


Yours ever, _ 
EASTERN DEPARTVENT. 


ritish Embassy, 
Romee . 
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b3rd Apbil, 1947 
Forwarded with the Compliments 
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° the British Embassy, 


Washington, D. C. 
GENERAL ECONOMIC DEPARTMENT. 


(Copy of Minute re Jewish Displaced Persons. 


Eastern Department, 


Foreign Office, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 
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Refs 4103/194/47 


have spoken to CoLone. Katein regerding the spprosch jeule 
by the Minister of State to Gcneral Gale in London Ja the matter of 
Lilegai imulgrution fron Italy of displaced persons receiving DNREA belpe 
He seid that when he was in ltaly in October and Movember of iaet your 
he bal found that the position regurding Jovish dlealuced person’ ooo 
ungetisfauctory. The campa in Southern Itely from where aparently uy 
jilegsi imeigration wuld take plume, sore he t camps in the proper sense 
of the word but conalated of villages which bud been texen over by tne 
mihitary authorities for this jarpose end eventually handed over to UBARAs 
Tie dene moved about u goou deal in the area and verw not subject to 
cantrol; indeed UNRRA personse. nad found it impossible even to seep 
peoger recordg of the movenent of ddepLaced persons in und out of the 
cahos ani wero ajways anticiputing troub.e with sore shysical danger to 
themselves, Codaiel Batabi Bud even found the? these diapiaced poracns 
refused to work in the camps cleaning up the streets end houses anc 60 
forth in the manser in which diapleced persone are required to work eise- 
where, ond thot Mr. Reengy, head of the UNARA Misaiou in liesy,y had, 
pecuuse of goaaibie political repercussions in the United States, not 
forced a work policy on them but bad ailowed Ciuga < UNRBA personne. to 
ne used for the sort of aervice work that no rughoy dlepluced persons 
do in other careaée 


| Colone: Kutein was of the opinion that the Jews bud objected 
te sny Labour regiirements because this would heve resulted in records 
being kept and suapected thit this was tied to Uegul imigrations He 
hac accordingly ordered the withdrawe. of Clase 4 personne. onc We ame 
gosition of record reguirenents on his own authority - a course of ection 
in whieh he wis confirmed by Mayor ue Guardia on hig return. He did not, 
however, find evidence th.t say of the voduntury groups were themse. ved 
enguged in ciendeatine encouragement of Lliegut smmigra tion, ami thet if 
tiis ig true at abl, he berievea Lt to be the work of « few individusis 
and would certeinay be contrary te the ooliey of the Kisslone 
however, that the imposaibiiity of control made it very Gifficu.t to carry 
out effective preventive meaguree fe added that the only group vo.untarl.y 
agsieting UNSRA which might be rugaried a8 wikely to be acting to emccuraye 
iikegel iomigration as & group of Palestinian volunteers who bud been 
recruited by the ablicunry wuthorities and bud consequently been transferred 
to UNSRA when the allitery authorities relinjuished digpiaces persons 


reapjonsibilitye 


L told Colonel Katsin that 1 did not wiak to take thia up with 
him formaiiy untit f sas more fully informed of the approach made to 
General Gale, Colonei Kutzin emphasised to ao that the information he 
wag giving me wea on & pereonas healg but be felt thet if there waa chear 
evidence that 2ergonael under tae Adainistration's control were engaged in 
jilicgai movement the hdainistration would be prepared to teze atepe for 
their reaoval, He was not prepared to judge whether it would be necessery 
for the Administretion to go to the Central Comlttes for thie purposce 


The foregoing is probably not worth reporting by telegram but 
if you agree I might send & copy of this ainute te the Refugee Departuent 
while we ere waiting for 4 repay to our just teLegrums 


Re He dackling 
Loth April, 19476 


He eaphasised, 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
+ WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 


a P ee 
one mini pee er IR ORTON : 


iene | | = 
| cow hie 
With reference to your telegram No. 3672 — 


of. sf Apri 16th and our telegram in reply, . I enclose 
‘Sopy of a Minute written after I had ‘had = ‘conversation 


with Colonel Katzin which may be of interest to you. 


W. Jacktings OCS : 


C. J. Edmonds, Esq. > C.M.G., 
Refugee Departnent, 
Foréiga Office, — 
LONDON 3 S.Wele 
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Ref 4103/194/47 


MINUTE SHEET 


Mr. Bromley 


I have spoken to Colonel Katzin regarding the approach made 
by the Minister of State to General Gale in London in the matter of 
illegal immigration from Italy of displaced persons receiving UNRRA help. — 
He said that when he was in Italy in October and November of last year 
he had found that the position regarding Jewish displaced persons was 
unsatisfactory. The camps in Southern Italy from where apparently. any 
illegal immigration would take place, were not camps in the proper sense 
of the word but consisted of villages which had been taken over by the 
military authorities for this purpose and eventually handed over to UNRRA. 
The Jews moved about a good deal in the area and were not subject to 
control; indeed UNRRA personnel had found it impossible even to keep 
proper records of the movement of displaced persons in and out of the 
camps and were always anticipating trouble with some physical danger to 
themselves. Colonel Katsin had even found that these displaced persons 
refused to work in the camps cleaning up the streets and houses and so 
forth in the manner in which displaced persons are required to work else- 
where, and that Mr. Keeney, head of the UNRRA Mission in Italy, had, 
because of possible political repercussions in the United States, not 
forced a work policy on them but had allowed Class 2 UNRRA personnel to 
be used for the sort of service work that normally displaced persons 
do in other areas. 


Colonel Katzin was of the opinion that the Jews had objected 
to any labour requirements because this would have resulted in records 
being kept and suspected that this was tied to illegal immigration. He 
had accordingly ordered the withdrawal of Class 2 personnel and the im- 
position of record requirements on his own authority - a course of action 
in which he was confirmed by Mayor La Guardia on his return. de did not, 
however, find evidence that. any of the voluntary groups were themselves 
engaged in clandestine encouragement of illegal immigration, and that if 
this is true at all, he believes it to be the work of a few individuals 


and would certainly be contrary to the policy of the Mission. He emphasized, 


however, that the impossibility of control made it very difficult to carry 
out effective preventive measure. He added that the only group voluntarily 
assisting UNRRA which might be regarded as likely to be acting to encourage 
illegal immigration was a group of Palestinian volunteers who had been 
recruited by the military authorities and had consequently been transferred 
to UNRRA when the military authorities relinquished displaced persons 
responsibility. 


I told Colonel Katzin that I did not wish to take this up with © 
him formally until I was more fully informed of the approach made to 
General Gale. Colonel Katzin emphasised to me that the information he 
was giving me was on a personal basis but he felt that if there was clear 
evidence that personnel under the Administration's control were engaged in 


illegal movement the Administration would be prepared to take steps for 


their removal. He was not prepared to judge whether it would be necessary 
for the Administretion to go to the Central Committee for this purpose. 


_ The foregoing is probably not worth reporting by telegram but 
if you agree I might send a copy of this minute to the Refugee Department 
while we are waiting for e reply to our last telegran. 


a 


R. W. Jackling 
18th April, 1947. 
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HIS Majesty’ , Ambassador at Baris 
presents his compliments to H.M.P.S. of S. for F. 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned Ae 
documents. 


| o meg RS J | 1947. 
Reference to previous “Z 


Paris telegram 3 to Foreign Office of 
25.4.7. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Copy of Note from 
Me Teitgen dated 
24th April, 1947. 


Illegal immigration 
to Palestine. 
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Ministere des REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE. 
Affaires Etrangéres. | 
Paris, le 2h Avril, 1947. 


Direction des Conventions 
Administratives et Sociales. 


Monsieur 1' Ambassadeur, 


Par note du 21 mars, Votre Excellence a bien voulu 
appeler mon attention sur l'admission en France des immigrants 
clandestins et sur leur départ & destination de la Palestine a 


partir des ports frangaas. 


Votre Excellence a bien voulu demander & cet égard au 
Gouvernement francais de cooperer avec le Gouvernement britannique 
en prenant, dans l'esprit de l'alliance récemment signée, des 
dispositions en vue de contréler sur le territoire frangais les 

ts des immigrants clandestins. 


J'ai l"honneur de faire connaitre a Votre Excellence ~ 
qu'a la suite des entretiens qui ont eu lieu entre votre Ambassade 
et mes services, ite Gouvernement frangais a decide de renforcer dans 
les conditions suivantes les mesures de contréle actuellement en 
vigueur en ce qui concerne le sejour et le depart des etrangers 
du territoire francais; 


1°- Le Gouvernement francais a tougours appliqué la 
Convention Internationale du 31 mai 1929 pour la sauvegarde de la 
vie humaine en mer et exercé son contréle conformement 4 l'article 
5h. de cette Convention ainsi qu'aux articles 12 et 21 de la loi 


aIuUaLa say 


francaise du 15 juin 1933 mise en vigueur en vue de lL'application 
de cette Convention. 


Dans la mesure ot la déclaration réglementaire de 
partance des navires quittant les ports frangais a ete fournie, les 
verifications prévues par les textes ci-dessus ont ete effectuces. | 
Les enquétes faites ont révelé que certains des b&étiments mentionngés 
dans les notes de l'ambassade de Grande-Bretagne 4 Paris, tels 


que le "San Dimitrio" 4 la Ciotat, ont embarque des passagers sans 
procéder aux formalites réglementaires. 


391430 04909348 J1TGAd FHL JO LHOIBAdMOD 


Un autre b&timent, 1'"ulua", a été, lors de son escale 
au Havre, visité et trouvé en régle, compte tenu du nombre de 
passagers & bord, au moment ot la visite a eu lieu. L'"glua™, 
qui avait charge ses passagers en Suede au moment de la visite, ay, 
ultérieurement, embarque frauduleusement, sur un point isole des 
eétes nord-africaines (Lapérouse), ot le contrdéle est pratiquement 


impossible, des passagers supplementaires. 
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En outre, il résulte de renseignements dignes de foi 
parvenus 4 la connaissance des Autorites francaises que plusieurs 
des navires mentionnés dans les notes de 1'Ambassade auraient 
embarqué, aprés les visites réglementaires frangaises, des 
passagers sur des points déserts du littoral corse ainsi qu'a 


Naples. 


Le Gouvernement frangais donne les instructions necessaire 
en vue dtassurer le renforcement du contréle prevu par la Convention 
du 31 mai 1929. I1 se propose deifire connaitre aux Gouvernements 
dont les batiments battent le pavillon, l'obligation ou il se 
trouve d'assurer strictement l'application des dispositions de la 
Loi frangaise du 15 juin 1933, et a cet effet de renforcer le 
contréle de la sécurite des passagers. 


En conséquence, tous les capitaines des patiments 
battant le pavillon des nations signataires de la Convention 
devront presenter aux autories frangaises les certificats de 


sécurité prévus par }j' article 54 de celle-ci. 


Son Excellence 
M. Duff Cooper, 
Ambassadeur de Grande-Bretagne y 
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~Que 
Ls compte a'a END 
| Le Gouvernement frangais compte dtautre part faire 
effectuer, & bord des navires, appartenant 4 des nations non 
signataires de la Convention, les visites necessaires. 
L'attention des Services frangais competents a été specialement 
appeleée en vue des contréles je sécurite necessaires 4 bord des 
patiments "Archangelos", ttppesident Warfield" et tanal", 
actuellement dans le port de Marseille. | 
. t frangais prescrit 4 tous 1es 
préfets de subordonner L'octroi du visa de sortie frangais sur 
passeport collectif 4 la verification préalable par le Ministere 
des Affaires Etrangéres et les Ambassades et Legations interessecs, 
de 1l'authenticite des visas dtentrée dans les pays d'accueil, 
des étrangers qui desirent quitter le territoire frangais 
destination de ces pays d'accueil. . 


3° ~ avant d‘'examiner L' application de dispositions 
relatives au refoulement des etrangers entrés illégalement en 


France, le Gouvernement frangais doit stassurer que les pays Sur 
Le territoire desquels ces etrangers résidaient, sont disposes 

& les accueillir & nouveau. Gette disposition vise tout 
gpécialement les zones oecidentales de 1l'Allemagne et de 1'Autriche 
dans lesquelles les immigrants clandestins en Palestine residaient 
pour la plupart avant leur entree en France. 


A cet égard, le Gouvernement frangais serait désireux de 
recevoir du Gouvernement pritanngue 1a garantie que le | 
Commandement de la zone anglaise d'Allemagne sera dispose & 
acceuillir les immigrants dont il s'agit. 

une démarche analogue est effectuce aupres du 
Gouvernement ameri#in. De leur cote, les Commandements des zones 
francaises d' Allemagne et a@'Autriche seront saisis de la question. 
ne doute pas que la mise en 


dent ne soit de nature 4 
ote britannique 


2°% Le Gouvernemen 


Le Gouvernement frangais | 


application des dispositions qui prece 
éviter le retour des incidents signales dans lan 


du 21 marse 


| Il souhaiterait quta cette oceasion, le Gouvernement 

i pritannique assurat L'application du contingent a' immigration en 

i Palestine dans des conditions permettant aux etrangers » 

actuellement résidant dans les zones d'Allemagne et d'Autriche, de 
| & L'effectif des candidats 


' pénéficier de visas proportionnellement off 
onsiderees. 


'3°1'émigration dans chacune des Sones © 


en terminant, 
indiquees seront ap 
une discrimination, de race, 


& Votre Excellence, 
pliquees a tous 
de 


«Je tiens a signaler, 
que les dispositions ci-dessus 
ies étrangers en France sans auc 
langue ou de religion./- 

Monsieur l1'Ambassadeur, les 


yeuillez agréer, 3 
sideration. 


assurances de ma trés haute con 


(signé) T.J. Teitgen. 


B:9IuUaLafoy 
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